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Wiſdom from Above: 
N 


Conſiderations 
Tending to explain, eſtabliſh, 
and promote the 
CHRISTIAN Life; 
„ 
That Holineſs, without which no| 
Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


P ART II. 


By a Lover of TRUE, and of 
the Souls of Men, 


But the Wiſdom that is from Above, as 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſie to be 
intreated, full if Mercy, and of good 
Fruits ; without Partiality, and without 
Hypocr ifie, Jam. iii. 7. | 
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AIS Second Part 
EI EG of the Conſidera- 
ions tending to 
promote the Chri- 

ian Life, Cc. is owing, in a 
good Meaſure, to the very uſeful 
md judicious Diſcourſes of the 
ate moſt Reverend Archbiſhop 
f York, Dr. Sharpe, and of 
or 3 other Divines of our 
nmunion, all of them eminent 
A 2 in 


iv To the READ R. 
in their reſpective Stations, 4 
well as truly placed amongſt th 
moſt celebrated WRITERSy 
this Nation, and of this . 
They who are converſant in theſ 
Matters, will ſoon know thei 
Names; and others, as th 
Folly of Party and Faction mu 
runs, in the weaker eſpecial), 
and the worſt, as well as batty 
Heads of too many, had as gu 
content themſelves with the 
Characters, and the Advantage 
they may this way receive fr 
them, if they pleaſe. 

It cannot be donbted, bu 
that theſe pious and learnet 
Men, were they yet among 1 
would be well pleaſed to f 


* important Truths of t! 
Chriſiu 


Io the RA DER. v 
Criſtian Religion, which they had 
ſo well conſidered, ſtated and 
proved, with all that Force and 
(learneſs of Reaſon and. Elo- 
quence, of which, they were ſo 
great Maſters, this way made 
ſerviceable to thoſe mam, ( it 1s 
hoped who having neither Money 
to purchaſe, nor Leiſure to read 
their Works, muſt have been ot her- 
piſe deprived of ſo great Bene- 
his as they deſign d to Poſterity, 
a5 well as to their own Times. 
The attentive Reader will 
find, that in this, and in the for- 
mer Part of the Conſiderations, 
Oc. be bath in a ſmall Compals, 
and at an eaſy Rate, ſome of the 
moſt ſtudied and well digeſted 
Thoughts, Explications, and 
A 3 3 Deciſi- 


vi To the REA DER. 
Deciſions, or Counſels, o/ feverd 
eminently pious, and judicious 
Writers, about the moſt weigh- 
ty and indiſpenſable Truths, and 
Duties of our Hoh Religion. 
And that theſe may the mor: 
fully conduce, to his farther la- 
ſtruction, or Improvement in hi 
oreateſt Concern, that of bi 
eternal Welfare, it may be fit to 
remind the Reader, that in Things 
of this Kind, in which a great 
deal is propoſed to be ſaid i 
few Words, each PARAGRAPH 
ſhould be read over twice or oft 
ner; and made his own by ſome 
ſhort Reflection thereon andh 
a Conſcientious APPLICATION, 
where there. is Occaſion for it, 
j 


To the RrA DER. vii 
his own Circumſtances, and the 
more particular CONCERN he 
may have therein. Since two or 
three of theſe Paragraphs ſome- 
times, are the drift and the ſum- 
mary of a ſet Diſcourſe f 
ſome wiſe and good Author. 
By this Means, a ſerious Chri- 
ſian may, with the Bleſſing 
of God, reap that true Advan- 
tage from this way of retailing 
ſuch valuable Notions and Ob- 
n ſervations, - which he will never 
H gain, even from thoſe larger 
. Diſcourſes, in a flight and haſty 
ml Peruſal of them, 
However, the Publiſher doth 
N, Wl not think be needs make any 
10 Excuſe for thus endeavouring to 
A 4 promote 


viii To the Reader. 
promote the Honour of oy 
Great Lord and Maſter, and t 
make his thinking Reader i 
ſome Meaſure a wiler and a bei- 
ter Man, than he was before. 
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Tending to Explain, a Eſtabliſh, 
and Promote the 


CHRISTIAN Lies, Oc. 
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F will be of great 

TRI Oe, in Order to the 
1 ] obtaining that Parity. 
Ew. of Heart and Hols- 
ne's of Life, which 
the Goſpel requires, to accuſtom 
our” ſelves 0 keep a ſtrict and 
A 5 conſtant 


— ener A —— — — — 


— — 


(10) 
conſtant Watch over the very 
firſt Motions of our Minds: and 
either to approve, or to condemy, 
and reject every Thought or Ima. 
gination, as ſoon as ever It ri 
jes in our Hearts. Ly 
This Rule carefully praQtiſed, do 
would, by the Grace of God, W wy 
ſecure us from all deliberate wilful | 
Sin, by ſtifling the firſt Tendencies 2 
that Way: And it would allo em 
preſerve us, not only from all IU ord 
wicked, but from all vain, idle, ſelt 
aàſeleſs Thoughts; and from ſuch © We 
fooliſh childiſh Fancies, as we pe- 
ſhould be aſhamed of, could Men and 
ſee into our Hearts, as Almighty W 2%, 
God at all Times doth. of 
[We do neither ſerve, nor and 
pleaſe God in any Thing we do; had 
nor can we have any true bee 
Faith, or any Hope, nor Truſt in I De; 
bim, unleſs we love him with We 
that over-ruling Love, which I the 


makes us not only to eſfeem and I 2 lis 
value 


6 
value him as the , Good, 
as our laſt End, or only Happi- 
neſs; but makes us alſo . udy 
to pleaſe him, and to ſeek his 
Favour with more Concern, and 
with more Application, than we 
do any other Thing in the 
; World. NE 1 
5 In order to obtain this Sove- 
ein Love of God, we muſt 
) 

| 


empty our Souls of all carnal in- 

ordinate Love, Whether of our 
; I felves, or of any other Creature; 
we muſt often meditate upon the 
© Perfectious of the Divine Nature; 
and eſpecially upon God's Good- 
„% torus, in making us capable 

of knowing and ſerving Him; 
rand in reconciling us, when We 
had forfeited his Favour, and were 
e become his Enemies, by the 
Death of his dearly beloved Sor, 
We muſt be daily converſant ig 
b I the Holy Scriptares; which are 
d 2 lively Repreſemation of his tran. 
e ſcendent 
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ſcendent Excellencies, and of his 
unſpeakable Love to the Chil. 
dren of Men. We muſt prog 
inceſſantly .and fervently for 
this Grace. And we mu 
enquire into our own Hearts, 
what Proficiency we make there- 
in, and reproach our ſelves that we 
began ſo late, and that we do ſtill 
love him ſo little, who being ſo 
infinitely good to us, ought to be 
loved by us in the «tmoſt poſſi- 
ble Degree we can by any 
Means attain to. 

[Charity in the Holy Scrip- 
tures primarily denotes the Love 
we bear to God himſelf; And in 
a ſecondary Senſe only, it ſignifies 
the good Will we bear, and the 


Good we do to our poor Chri- 


ſtian Brethren, If we beſtowed 
all our Goods to feed them, with- 


oat this Charity or the Love of 


God, it would profit us nothing, 
1 Cor. Xiil. 3. Whatever . 
. N * 6 . ; t can 
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often 
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1 
tan do toward the Relief of the 
Poor, is not a truly Chriftian 
Af, tis neither acceptable to 
God, nor will it avail any Thing 
towards our own Salvation, unleſs 
it proceeds from our Love to God, 
and from a Deſire to obey and 
to pleaſe Him. a 

Now, he who gives to the 
Poor upon this only true Chri- 


ſtian Motive, viz. The Love of 


God, will find himſelf as certain- 
ly and as much obliged for or by 
the ſame, Reaſon to contribute, 
in Proportion to his Abil:zty pru- 
dently ſtated, and to the Oppor- 
tunities which offer, to any other 
Propoſal, manifeſtly tending to the 


Honour and the Glory of God: 


Such are the Erecting Charity- 
Schools for the Inſtruction of poor 
Chilaren in the Chriſtian Religi- 
on; Propagating the Goſpel, and 
Promoting Ch vie Knowledge, 
both at Home and Abroad : The 

 Baila- 
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theſe Ways expreſs that Love he 


the Poor. 


which muſt one Day certainly 


Which, all other Things are Trifles: 


(14) 
Building and Repairing of Charche,, 
&c. ſince a Man may by al 


bears to his God and Pather, 
and to his Bleſſed Redeemer, 
as evidently and as truly in due 
Circumſtances, as by relieving 


[Since nothing is more cer 
tain than Death, nor is any thing 
more uncertaiu, than the Time 
when we ſhall die; *Tis the 
firſt and chief Point of Wiſdom, to 
be always duly prepared for that, 


come, and which may happen 
any Hour of any Man's Life. 
Tis therefore the Height of 
Folly, or rather Madneſs, not to 
be infinitely careful in fo weight 
a Matter, in Compariſon with 


Since an Error here, can never be 
amended ; and conſequently will 
z* 11% 


| — 


& 
he puniſbed, and ſadly lamented 
to all Eternity. | 

The Beſt Thing a Man can 
propound to himſelf as his conti- 
nual Study, and Exdeavour in this 
World, is a happy Departure out 
of it 


[A well - inſtructed and well- 
reſolved, that is, a truly Chriftian 
Man, would rather chooſe to die 
preſently, than to ſped his Days 
and his Nights in that which 
the ſenſual «»thinkizg (whether 
the more diſtinguiſbed, or the 
common) Herd of Mankind 
takes for an happy and a plea- 
ſant Life, viz. in ſuch Set- 
Matches of deep-gaming or hard- 
drinking, in lewd Plays, and 
idle Company, which are the 
common Occaſion of other very 
preat Sins and Diſorders. 

And as little can ſuch a Per- 
ſon ſatisfy himſelf in making a 
Irade, and a conſtant or chief | 

Buſi- 


—— 


( 16 
Buſineſs, (as too many do,) of 
ſuch Sports and Gentlemens Re. 
creations as can, in that unjuſti. 
fiable Exceſs, ſerve to no other 
End, but to the murdering of ſo 
much of that precious Time, which 
God gave them to worſhip -and 
to ſerve Himſelf in; and to 45 
good to their Chriſtian Brethres; 
and thus to provide for the Eter- 
nal Happineſs of thoſe Immortal, 
but poor, wretched, aeſpiſed 
Souls of theirs; which have 
much leſs of thefe inconſiderate 
fooliſh Mens Time, of their 
Thoughts, and of their Care, than 
their darling Vices; nay, than 
their Dogs, and their Horſes. 
For every wiſe and thinkin 
Man cannot but plainly /ee, that 
ſuch a Courſe of Life, thus whol- 
| ly ſpent in making Proviſion for 
| the Fleſh, is not only infinitely 
N dangerous, but indeed wholly 
inconſiſtent with all Hopes of 
A Happt 
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Happineſs in the other World, 
upon the Termof the Goſpel. 

[Thoſe Half-Chriſtians alſo, 
(if ſo much can be allowed 


them) who venture the Salva- 


tion of their Souls chiefly upon a 
negative Religion; or who charge 
themſelves only with abſtaini 

from all notorious Vice and groſs 
Immorality, but take 20 Care to 
do that Good which they ought, 


fal into this deplorable Fault, 


that they have no true Vertue, 
no Holineſs at all; And ſo they 
can have no Claim to the Pro- 
miſes made to thoſe only who 
believe and who obey the Holy 
Jeſus. | 

For a true living Faith in 
Chriſt the Mediator, and a joy- 
ful Hope of a Bleſſed Immorta- 
lity, and a predominant Love of 
God above all Things, (which 
are the confeſſed Principles and 


indiſpenſable Daties of our Holy 


Religion,) 


= i 


( 18 ) 
Religion,) will exert and ſbey 
themſelves in a conſtant, mniform, 
chearſul Obedience to all the Lins 
of God; and in an hearty De. 
fire and an earneſt Eadeavdur to 
reſemble the Father of our Spirits, 
and our great Eord and Maſter, 
Who is good, and doth good, 
all we can; And thus to perſect 
that Holineſs in his Pear, with. 
out which no Man ſhall ſee the 
No Man can fo much advance 
his own Good and ang, nt by 
any Thing, as by endeavonring 
all that in him lies, the greatef 
Good and Welfare of others in all 
Kinds; he who moſt 3 
performs this great Duty, enjoys the 
he and ov? trees the 
moſt Divine and Goalike Pleaſure 
here, and will receive the greateſt 
Reward hereafter. 
[ (Religion, that is, an habitual thi 
1 conſtant Fear and Love of God in let 
| our 


e 
[ 
| 


„ 
our Minds, and a due Regard to 
Him in all things, as to the great 
Author of our Being, our left End, 
and our Sovereigs Good, is cer- 
tainly the neareſt Concern, and 
therefore ought to be the fir 
Care, and the chief Bafineſs of 
every Man's whole Life. 

For Religion is that very thing 


which God ſant us into the World 


about: Tis that which his Son 
came down from Heaven to inſtruit 
, and to engage us in: Tis 
that which he ſends his Holy 
Spirit to guide, direct, and to 
aſſiſt us in the Performance of: 
'Tis that which is, above all o- 
ther Things, moſt perfective of 
our Nature, and moſt condacive 
and neceſſary to our Peace and 
Welfare in this World: And 
tis the ozly, and withal 4 — 
Way, whereby we ſhall be able, 
thro' the Mercy of God in 
Jeſus Chriſt, to eſcape Everlaſting 
Puniſh. 


(wo) 
Puniſhment, and to obtain Liſe 
Eternal in the World to come. 

Thus now is Religion the 
whole of A4 Man, or of every Man. 
Tis the great Prerogative of his 
reaſonable Nature: Tis his Be. i 
ing what God made him, and 
what God made him for : Tis the He 
Sum of his Duty, of his Wiſdom, Po 
of his Happineſs, ' both in this Sa 
Life, and in' that which will cti 
never end. At 


[When we cannot | ſpeak Good E 
of the Abſem, or at leaſt to the ci| 
bettering of thoſe who are with an 


us, let us by our Silence, if it th 
be not fit to do it by open th 
Reproof, put to Silence all other A 
erring uncharitable Diſcourſes of 


this Kind. YO) :1 co 
He that tells me of other ſo 
Mens Vertues, ſhall ha ve both my ta 
Ears; He that ls me of their ir 
Faults, which appertain not to th 


me, ſhall loſe wy Heart, and my th 
| 1 Company 


LI 
Company too, aſſoon as I can get 
away. "OF 1 M5} iH Rev 
Backbiting, by an inſtant and 
abſolute reverſing of Charity in 
the Soul, caſts 4 Man headlong 
into the State of Condemnation. 
Heart, in the Language of the 
: Holy Scripture, denotes all the 
Powers and Faculties of Man's 
g 
| 


* 

ö 
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Soul, together with their reſpe- 

tive - Motions ' and Operations. 

And Treaſure, is à Man's at 
| End, or chief Good; That prin- 
cipal thing which he naturally 
| and neceſſarily intends in all 
| that he does, thinks, or deſires; 
the Center, in which all his 
Actions meet and unite. 

Now whatever a Man ac- 
counts his chief Good or Treaſure, 
ſo as to ſuffer it to ergroſs. and 
take up all his Thoughts and De- 
ſires, that he makes his God; 
that he Dei fies and Aaores, whe- 
ther he knows ſo much or no: 

He 


622 
He can do no more even ty 
oak Himſelf, 3 Love Him, 
Truſt in Him, ely Hi 
and give Him his — he 
doth God ire any more 
for it is a Man's all. And God 
ſets no other Price upon H. 
ven, Glory, and Immortality, 


nay, - upon . too, but our 
Love. 


God hath ſo — the great 
Baſineſ of Mens eternal Hasi. 
eſs, that their Affectians muſt 
firſt tate Poſſeſſion. of thoſe glo- 
rious Mavffons for them: And 
that no Man ſhall ever come to 
Heaven himſelf, who hath not 
ſent his Heart thither before 
him. 

[He i isan happ Man, who hath 
no Enemy 1 e is much hap- 
pier, who hath never ſo many, 
and can pardon them. I do not 
- are him who forgives and 

good to his Enemies, _ 
t 


(23) 
the Roman Orator, to the great- 
eft, the - beſt, and the Wielt 
Men; but I judge him to be 
* Gar wr; | brats 
The Holy Spirit always i»/ſfrat#s 
and guides before the ons: and 
as he brings Men to 
ay by the Way of 
ſo he never leads to true 
x/;, but by the Paths of Non. 
ledge. 0 
33 of Sin is one of the 
greateſt Mercies that God can 
vouchſafe a Man in this World. 
[What the Morſbip of one God 
was to the Jews, that Peace, and 
Love, and Unity, is to the Chri- 
ſtians; viz. the great diſtinguiſh. 
ing Law, and the Charatter of 
their Profeſſion, . 
Were there nothing elſe but 
that Paſſion and Peeviſhnelſs, 
that bitter anchriſtian Zeal and 


Uncharitableneſs, which the 


Being of a Party doth naturally 
engage 


r 


= 


iy 
| 
4 


4 
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E 
engage Men in, no Man, who 
conſults the Peace of his Mind, 
and the Quiet of his Conſcien 

would, for any Conſideration, for. 
ſake the Communion of that Mui. 
onal Church, with which he may Whis II 


without Sin communicate; or e. =. of | 
gage himſelf with the uſual Hu H. 
and Violence, and -eſpouſe the Nor G. 
Cauſe or the ſeparate. Intereſt: of Rom. 
any State- Faction. e Religh 
[An «prizght'Man, or a ſincere Ino P. 
Chriſtian, hath a ſerious and Bikes 
hearty Senſe. of God, and of Re. Conn 


ligiow, at all Times upon his Spirit; 
and is careful above all Things, 
to preſerve and increaſe that & 7 0 
He takes Care to live as he be- 
lieves; to practiſe ſuitably to 
his Proſeſſion. He doth not 
plate his Religion chiefly in out- 
ward. Forms and Services, but in 
Faith, and in Meekneſs, and 
Humility, and in Mercy, and m 
the Love of God, and of his fan,. 
Brother. 


( 25 ) 


Brother. He calls no Su little, 
becauſe his Temper inclines him to 
it; or his Courſe of Life. leads 
hm more frequently into the 
remptation. He is as careful of 
his Thoughts, and of his Words, 
25 of his Actions. e 
He who hath a Teal of, or 
ſor God, according to Kyowledge, 
Rom. x. 2. never pretends. a 
Religious Zeal for that which is 
Ino Part of his Religion. He 
Fakes Care to have ſuch rational 
rounds for it, as will /atisfy other 
; (nbyaſſed PER SONS. 
, His Zeal muſt never i a 
. Preater Weight upon little things, 
- Wan they can well bear. , 
o lt muſt be always carefully 
t Fred with a hearty Love and 
brit) to the Perſons of Men, 
n Fand only weigh the juſt Merits 
f the _ It muſt purſue 
n fu Ends only by Lavfat. 


leans. 
B 111 1117 [We 


626) 
[We then begin to enjoy tree 
Pleaſures, on rg, our divine Fa 
culties, which were laid «fee 
while we lived the Life of Senſe, 
awaken, and exerciſe themſelves 
upon their proper Objects; when 
acquainting our ſelves with God, 
that infinite Abyſs of Good, and 
being made ſenſible of that great 
Love and good Will he bears us 
our Hearts are powerfully car 
ed out in Joy and Love, and in 
Deſire after him: and when we 
feel the Divine Nature more and 
more diſoled in our Souls, 
ſbewing forth it ſelf in Chariy, 
Peaceableneſs, Parity, and 20 
other Graces of the Holy Spirit. 

[He ſerves God beſt, who 1s 
moſt ſerviceable to God's Chil 
dren in his Generation. 

Since every Man is obliged to 

do what Good he can in his 
Life-time, they are greatly . 
ſtaten, and much to blame, wh 
do none till their Death, thoug! 

t 
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(ar) 
it be an extraordin Bonny 
then; fuch a Man's Reward Wi 
be much leſs in Heaven, tho? 
his /o late good Deeds , ſhould 
be accepted ; which he is infinite» 
ly «ncertaix Whether. they will 
or no. It muſt be a very great 
ad of Generolity and Charity, 
which can obtain Pardon for 2 
whole Life of Uncharitableneſs. 
As a Death Bed Repentance is a 
giving over fem when a Man 
tan fix now no longer; ſo ſuch 
a Death-Bed Charity is only the 
Man's - giving from his Heir, 
what he himſelf can now no 
longer either «ſe or keep. 
[The Duty of rejoycing in the 
Lord always, Phil. iv. 4. is a 
conſtant Habit of Joy, founded 
firſt in the Teſtimony of our Con- 
ſcience, that we make it our firſt 
and our chief Care to obey and 
pleaſe God: next, in a firm Be- 
lief that nothing doth, or can 


B 2 hap 


028 
. to us, if we fear, ferye 
and truſt in him, but what is 
bo beſt for us: And laſtly, in a fre. 
al quent Conſideration of, and At. 
iff tention to thoſe great Rewards 

| of the other World, which God 
hath promiſed to all them who 
trulh love Him, and heartily and 
conſtantly © endeavour to pleaſe 
Him. n MA 
I Rich Men ſhould often con- 
| der, that they will be andone to 
4 all Eterniiy, unleſs they do good, 
| i | in ſome good Proportion to that 
| 


Wealth God hath given them for 
= that very Ed: That all War 
{ of Charity and Beneficence to 
5 Chriſt's Brethren, is a Piece oſ 
VDViſboneſty, a falſitying their Truſt, 
an embezzelliing their Maſter's 
Goods, and putting them to quite 
other Uſes, than thoſe for which 
he gave them: And that no or 
Sin more certainly exclades Men 
from Salvation than this. 
- : [The 
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(297) 
[The Glory of God, and the 
publick Good, are the great Ends 
which a wiſe and good Man pro- 


pounds to himſelf. in raking, «ny 


Office or publick Employment; his 


Counſels and Actions are all ſteered 
by the Senſe of his Duty. 


The #00 free uſe of our Liber- 


ty in Things Laufel,. is one of 
the great Sources from whence 
moſt of our Irregularities do pro- 


ceed. Indeed nothing but this, 


could betray well-meaning Per- 
fons, and ſuch as are vertuouſſy 
diſpoſed, into Sin. 

When a Man heartily loves his 
God, and. his Neighbour, and 
hath ſuch. a lively Senſe of the 
Truth and the Excellency of 
Chriſt's Religion, that he is reſol- 
ved, that it. ſhall influence and 
govern the whole Courſe of his 
Life, . there can hardly occur 
any Caſe, in which he will not 
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have Rules ready to direct him in 
his Proceedings. | 

It is in molt Cafes very eaſy to 
determine, at leaft, concerning 
the Expediency of Actions; that 
is, whether it be beſt, or fitteſt 
for a Man to do them, or not. 

[It is acknowledged by thoſe 
who uſe it moſt, that deep Ply, 
or Gaming for great Sums, expoſe; 
4 Man to great and dangerous 
Temptations; That it is the Occs- 
fron of Abundance of Sin and 
Abundance of Miſchief, and ſel- 
dom fails to produce intolerable 
Conſequences, both as to Men, 
Souls, and Eſtates, and Families. 
And this is enough in all Con- 
ſcience, to deter any Man, who 
loves his God and his own Soul, 
and who hath a tender Senſe of 
his Daty, from the Practice of 
Gaming; though it be not made 
appear to him, that it is exprelly 
; 2 by the Law of Chriſt. h 
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PTis evident, that to ſorbear 
painting and patching the Face, 
and all ſuch S«ſpitious, becauſe 
at firſt meretricious Ornaments, 
is molt agreeable to that Modeſty, 
and Chaſtity, and Hamility, and 
to that needful Caution, not to 
give the leaſt Occaſion of Sin, 
or of Scandal to others, which 
are the proper Ornaments of a 
true Diſciple of the Holy Jeſus. 
And this certainly is Reaſon 
enough to make every prudent 
and ſerious Chriſtian deſpiſe thoſe 
enſnaring- Dreſſes; which were 
firſt introduced by lewd Women, 
to very bad Parpoſes, and by 
which no good End can be ſerved, 
but Abundance of Evil often 
ariſes from them. 

The more pioas and diſcreet 
Perſons therefore ſhould have 
the: Courage to ſhew themſelves 
to be 5 7 and better than the 
lllyeſt and the worſt Part of 
5 their 


| ta 
their Sex, who are ever foremy 


in theſe, at firſt ridiculous Modi, he 
and always ſhameful Triumph, 
of looſe, ſcandalous Vanity, Pride, o 
and Folly, over primitive ſever MW J. 
Chaſtity, and truly Chriſtian Hy th: 
mility, Wiſdom, and Sobriety, of 
Wherever we have a juf tal 
Ground of Suſpition or Doubt, in 7% 
Things of this Nature, (vis) a 
Gaming, Dreſſing, &c.) whether WI 
they are lawful, or no; thiff ſo 
Doubt or Suſpition is of it {elf © bis 
| Reaſon enough to make us forber © the 
them. * ly 
[There is no Evil in not gr L. 
tifying our Deſires and Appetite 155 
in all Things which. are allowable; ble 
but there is an infinite Evil in the 
gratifying them in unlawful fa. 2 
bidden Inſtances, And therefore ligi 
every wiſe and good Man will bY | 
ſure to keep on the ſafe Side: An 
and to prevent the Danger of 4 


doing more than he ſhould do, 
| 1 he 
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he will not do _ af which 
he may do. 

It is a * Rule to to 
our ſelves, that in Matters — Du- 
ty, we ſhould rather do too mach, 
than too little; But in Matters 
of Indifferency, we ſhould rather 
take too le of our ee than 
too much. - . 

Let us not ſtand upon Pojnts 
with Almighty God; but let us 
ſo entirely devote our ſelves to 
his Service, as to do, not only all 
thoſe Things which we are ſtrict- 
ly bound to do, or elſe we ate 
Tranſereſſors'; but all © thoſe 
Things likewiſe which are accepra- 
ble to Him, and which tend to 
the Perfection of our Nature; and 
to the Reputation of Chriſt's Re- 
ligion. 

[Thoſe who ridicule Religion, 


and the Profeſſors of it, as weak - 


Men, if we are to meaſure the 
Greatneſs of their Crime by the 
. Mif- 


- om , 


. 
Miſchief they do, ought not to 
e 27 ſo — "tk from 
ankind, as ſome other Male. 
factors, who pay for their Offen- 
ces with their Lives. | 

It may juſtly be computed, 
that a great Deal more Chriſtiun 
Blood hath been ſhed for the ef 
bliſhing Popery, as it now ſtands, 
than ever was ſhed during all the 
Times of the Heathen Per/ecution, 
for the ſupporting of Paganiſm. 

[In the Nature of the Thing, 
none can be traly happy, but thoſe 
who are truly pious. And in the 
ſame Degree and Proportion that 
any Man is wicked, or is under 
the Power of his Luſt, in the ſame 
Degree he muſt needs be w//erable. 

[To keep our Hearts with al 
Diligence, Prov. iv. 23. imports, 
That we ought to attend to, and 
narrowly watch the Thoughts, 
Motions, and Affectiuns of our 
Minds, leaſt we at any Time 
conſent 


A 
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conſent to ſome Thing we ought 
not: Becauſe ont of the Heart, 
are the Iſſues of Life, i. e. The 
Fruits and Effects which are 
ſhewn in our Lives, proceed from 
the Heart: And as our Caution 
and Watchfalneſs in this Point 
is greater, or leſs, ſo will our 
Courſe of Life be better or worſe. 

Sudden Thoughts, Paſſions, or 
Deſires, (tho* irregular) are 
very little, if at all in oar Power; 
being ſo quick, that there is »o 
Time given for Reaſon to inter- 
poſe. A Mind alſo wigorouſ! 
affected either with outward 0% 


jects of Senſe, or any inward 


Paſſion, hath little or no Command 
of its Thoughts: And a Man's 
Thoughts may be forced upon 
him, and fo owt of his Poner, 
by or from the preſent Temper, 
and Indiſpoſition of his Body, as 
in deep Melancholy. Out of theſe 
three Caſes, we may chooſe our 
Thoughts, or we can apply our 

| Mind 
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Mind more wigorouſly to one 
Sort of Things than to another, 

But *tis always in our Power 
to give, or to den) our Conſent 


to our Thoughts. And if we 
endeavour to ſtifle, and do reſif 
them, aſſoon as we are aware of 
them, however undecent or 
irregular they may be, they are 
rather to be accounted the Infr- 
mities of our corrupt Natart, 
than our Sins properly ſo called. 
But if we conſent to any evil 
Thought, delight in it, and think 
cf purſuing it, till it be brought 
into Action, then are we attul 
Tranſereſſors of the Law of God: 
the Obligation of which reaches 
to our very Hearts and Thoughts, 

as well as to our Actions. 
[In order to our well. govers. 
ing our Thoughts, we muſt firſt 
of all zake great Care that we 
rightly pitch our main Deſign: 
and that we chooſe that for the 
- great Buſineſs of our Lives, which 
really 


8 

really b, and therefore ought to 
be ſo. = 
If we make the Service of - our 
God, and the Salvation of our 
own Souls, (which are moſt cer- 
tainly our neareſt and biggeſt 
Concern,) our main Deſjgy and 
Affair, our Thoughts will as na- 
turally, eaſily, and frequently 
un upon © thoſe Objes, as the 
Worldling*s doth upon his poor 
Idols of Money, Honour, or 
ſenſual Pleaſure. N 
There are doubtleſs much 
greater Charms in Vertue and 
Goodneſs, in the Love and the 
Favour of God, in a pure Con- 
ſcience here, and Eternal Glory 
hereafter, than there can be in 
any mean, worldly, ſenſual, pe- 
riſhing - Things, to attract the 
Mind of a . Man, and 
wholly or chiefly tate ap his 
Thoughts. | 
[He who would be able to 
give 4 good Account of his 
Thoughts 


n 
Thoaghts to God, muſt carefully 
avoid two Things, Taleneſs, and 
idle, or looſe Company. Both theſe 
enbinge a Man's Mind, and 
diſarm it of that Sobriety or 
prudent Severity which is its 
beſt Guard and Defence againſt 
evil Thoughts, and make it an 
eaſy Prey to every Temptation. 

Tis alſo of great Moment: for 
keeping our Hearts, to be as 
attentive as we poſhbly can, t 
every firſt Motion of our Minds; 
and aſſoon as ever we can, to 
ſtop whatever tends to any Thing 
that is forbidden, We ought 
immediately to withdraw from 
any tempting Object, and to di- 
rect our Thoughts ſome other 
ways; at leaſt, never to make 
am one Step towards the accon- 
pliſbing any unlawful Deſire. 

By giving ſuch timely Chect 
to every firſt Motion to any Sin, 
we fhall both preſerve our Inno- 


cency, and alſo increaſe our Pow- 
er 
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er over our "Thoughts, if ever 
that Temptation, or any other 
ſuch like, ret@rs again. 

Frequent Converſe with dit. 
creet and prows Perſons; r 15 
good Books, « eſpecially the 
Scriptares ; "raking ſet Times for 
Meditation 2 Recollection; 
and above all, fervent and con- 
ſtant Prayer to God, are the pro- 
per Means, not only to keep bad 
Thoughts out of our Minds, 
but to have a conſtant Spring of 
good ones. 

[I would not call every. Thought 
2 vain, or idle, or 4 finful 
Thought, Ar hath not Goa 
or our ſpiritual Concernments 
for its Ohject. Thoſe Thoughts 
about other Things may be in- 
nocent, which do not intrench 
upon the Laws of Piety, or Pu- 
rity, or Charity, 

Our wandring Thoughts in Pray- 
er, if we ſtrius againſt — 

an 
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and endeavour to keep our Mind; 
in a devout compoſed Tempe, 
and attend as well as we can to 
the Duty we are about, I hope, 
will never riſe up in Judgment 
againſt us. 

Thoſe frightful blaſphemous Fan. 
cies, which ſome even pious Per. 
ſons are tormented: with; of all o. 
ther irregular Thoughts, have the 
leaſt Danger of Sin in them, tho 
they be not ſolemnly and formal. 
ly diſpated with, and conteſted, 
They are indeed great Iafelicitiu, 
but by no Means any Sin, any 
farther than they are approv'd 
of; which 'tis impoſſible any tole- 
rably good Man can do. 

[No Man ever found trae Plea. 
ſure and ſolid rational Peace and 
Enjoyment, till he became 45 
quainted with God, and was madt 
ſenſible of his Love and Goodneſs, 
and a Partaker of his ſpiritual 
Favours, and lived in an entire 

Friends 


__ 3H 
is friendſhip and Communion with 
„ Him; which Friendſhip and 
to Communion is chiefly, if not only, 
e, both expreſs'd and maintained by 
Prayer, Praiſes, and Thankſgiv- 
ings, Holy Meditation, and other 
th ſpiritaal Exerciſes. *' © 
r [Surely it cannot but be Mat- 
ter of very dreadful Conſiderati- 
ae on to any one in his Wits, to 
0 FF think ſeriouſly, what Horror and 
. Confuſion - muſt needs ſurprize 
d. W that Man at the laſt Day, who 
„ hath led his whole Life, and go- 
yl verned all his Actions, by one 
4 Rule; when God intends to 
& judoe him by another.. 
Jang Y 
Now the Rule or Law, by 
„which we Chriſtians ſhall be 
id juaged, our Lord hath declared 
„to be ſuch an àufeigned Faith: 
ae or ſuch an hearty Belief: of his 
Goſpel, as engages us fo to- love 
a God, as that we make it our 
e chief Care, and our conſtant E- 
deavoar, 
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deavour to keep his Command: 
ments. „„ 0 

Nothing under an axiver/d 
ſincere Obedience to all the Precepr; 
of the Goſpel ; or ſuch a Repen- 
tance as engages him in an Hoh 
Life for the Time to come, can 
eatitle any Man to the Benefits 


of the Goſpel. And thus dee 
74 muſt go, if he will 


an 
lay his Foundation ſure. 

Un every Sin deliberately com. 
mitted, there are, generally ſpeak- 
ing, many more Degrees of Proba. 
bility, that. that Sin will never 


come to be pardos d, than that it 


will: 1. Becauſe every ach Com- 
miſſion of Sin imprints upon the 
Soul, a certain Hardweſs and 


Aptneſs to continue in that Sin; 


together with a further Diſs 
fition and Proneneſs to other 
Sins. 2. 
which alone can entitle the Sin · 


ner to Pardon, is not in his me 
t 


Becauſe Repeptance, 
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It is the Gift of God, And gene- 
ral Experience ſhows, that where 
oe ſuch Sinner ever comes to 
nent, an Hundred, I might ſay, 
a Thouſand, at leaſt, die in final 
nitencec; or with ſuch a 
falſe, conſtrained, ineffeCtual 
Shew of Repentance, as can ava 
them nothing, when Chrift ſhall 
judge every Man according to 
what he hath done in the Bad). 

4 [Every deliberate choſen Sin, is 
i Effect renouncing our Allegi- 
i- I ance to our Creator, and to our 
Lora, who hath bought us; and 
it preferring the Tyranny of the De- 
vil, and the Slavery of ſome vile 
Luſt, and ſinſul Paſſion, which he 
di tempts to, before the Service of 
God: 'Tis not only defying his 
Authority, and Power, and Ju- 
TI ftice; but tis alſo ronting the 
„ Bl Wiſdom and the Goodneſs of God; 
Al whoſe Laws are perfective of 
our Nature, and condacive to our 
Happt- 
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Haypinet, as well in this Life 
as in that which will newer end. 
Nothing in Nature is more 
irrational, and conſequently more 
immoral, than ſor an intelligent 
— to oppoſe or diſobey that 
Sovereign, Mill, Which gave hin 
that and. hab withal 
the abſolute: Diſpoſal: of him, in 
all his Concerns in both-Worlds. . 
.{Shall he pretend to religious 
Attainments, who is defectiue and 
ſhort in- the moral; which yet 
are but the "Radiments,: the- Be- 
ginnings and firſt Draught of 
Religion: As Religion is 2 Per- 
fedtion and. the Refinement ' of 
Morality; ſo-t (till: preſappoſes it: 
'E builds upon it; and Grae 
never adds the; SuperſtruQure, 
when Vertus bath not. laid the 
Founda tion: Grace is never 
: without D ; And no Man's 
— en eee his, wa 
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1 * Soul of 
[The very Lyfe and Soul of 
4 Nag 8 Sincerity; ſor the 
more ſpirirual and refined any Six 
is, the more hardly is the Saul 
cured of it; becauſe the more diffi- 
cultly convinced: And in all our 
ſpiritual Maladies, Convictian 
muſt ſtill begin the Care. 

Tho' ſome may be apt to ac- 
count none ſinful, hut ſuch as 
pallow in the Mire and Filth 
of groſs Sexſaality; yet no doubt 
Deceit, , Falſhood, and Hppocriſſe; 
Pride and Exvy, I- Will, Malice, 
and Revenge, are more direct 
contrary to the very Eſſence ane 
Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and carry in them more of the 
expreſs Image and eee 

| odily 
nails 
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of the Dewi, . than any. 

Sin whatever. 
[He who, upon a firm Per- 

ſuaſion of the Truth of the Chri- 

tian Religion, keeps ever in his 


rr 


View, an eternal Happineſs; or Mi- 
he | ſem, 


beſools 
, 1 — . 
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fery, ſuſpended upon a few Dq 
Behaviour, cannot but live eve. 
fy Hour as for Err. To 
otherwiſe, under ſuch a powerful 
I»fluence, is really to defy the J. 
free of Heaven, and to bid Omni 
tence do its worſt. Thus Sin in. 


fatuates, before it deftroys; And 


the Devil reigns over none but 
thoſe, whotn he firſt deceives and 


[He who ſins, either upon Pre- 
ſumption of God's Mercy, rever- 
ſing the Decree of his Jaſtice in 
his Behalf; or upon Preſumption 
of his own'Pwypgſe of a- future 
Repentance, acts as directly in 
Contradiction to Nature, as he 
doth in Defiance of Grace : He 
hath loſt his Resſan, and what 
then can there be for Religion to 
take hold of him by. 
The Spirit of God never ſtays 
with a Man, when Conſcience 
hath once left him. 
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{We are ſo far from” 
warranted” to God W ay 
Greatneſs, and anour ; that 
we are to beg his Grace to 1 
and to abe ene them. 2 
thing can e for us to or, 
by whe 1 is fir and fa M4 
for our great Mediator J 
Criſt Himſelf to interceed © for. 
This is to be the » of af our | 
Rule and | Meaſure of a 
Petitions. 

[The Incentives of the Stage 
equal and exceed all filthy Diſ- 
courſes, wanton Books and Pictures, 
in provoking incontinent Perſons ; 
and in making new Proſelytes to 
he © impurity, as well as to Intempe- 
Je rance and Profaneneſs. 

Theſe Heatheniſh Shows, the 
Pomps and Vanities of this wicked 
World, (however encou hy * by 
the Rea and Nambers of thoſe 
who ſhould give better Example,) 
inſenſibly ffeal away that natural 
Moaeſth, 
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Modeſty, from the weaker Se 
and tlie weaker Age, which, = 


to the Grace of is the beſt 


Secarity of their Innoceney againſt 
the Strength of their Inclination 
tO D in that Non. 
age of their Reaſon. The mo- 
Tiſh Aſſarance they there get, to 


hear, and to ſee .undecent Things; 


Vice, ſet off, with Art, Wit, and 
Applauſe; and fri Piety and 
Vertue, ridiculed and diſcounte- 
nanced; naturally proceeds to 
Boldneſs in Sin, and their being 
aſhamed. of nothing, but of Chri. 
ian Sobriety, Wiſdom,” and Reli- 


f 
Sion. ; CT E013: WH 
Theſe Traders. for Hell then, 
who write lewd profane Plays, 
and who at them on the Stage, 
the Devil's Setters, the common 


Poyſoners of Juath, with which 


our Nation hath of late Years 


abounded, live upon the Shark, 
and upon other Mens Sin,; and 
- f get 
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gu their very Bread by the Dam. 


nion of Souls. 
[In order both to the pert? 
and keeping of the Conſcience 10 
well informed, that it may be 
able to give us a rational Con- 


fdence towards God; The Voice 


of Reaſon, in all the Di#ates of 
natural Moratity, ought to be 
carefully attended to; by a ſtrict 
Obſervance of what it commands, 
but eſpecially of what it forbids. 
Every pious Motion from the 
Hirit of God, ought tenderly to 
be cheriſhed, and by no Means 
checked or quenched, either by 
Reſiſtance or Meg lect. W 
Conſcience is to be kept cloſe 
to the Rule of the written 
Word: And is frequently to be 
_— and ſeverely accounted 

mn, ON + | 
Without ſuch frequent Exami- 
1ution of his Conſcience, a Man 
$ wholly in the dark, as to the 
C greateſt 


6350 | 
\ greateſt Cancern he hath in both 
Worlds: He hath ſhrewd Cauſe 
to believe Gad to be his Exemy, 
and cannot poſſibly know him io 
be his Friend. And this being 
his Caſe, he muſt live in Igus- 
race, and die in Iguarance; and 
it Will be hard for a Man to 
die in it, without dying by i 


Poſſibly fome never ſo. much 
is doubted of the Safety of their 
ſpiritual Eſtate in all their Lives: 
and if ſo, let them not Hatter 
themſolves, but reſt aſſared, that 
they have ſo much the more 
Reaſon a great deal to doubt of 
e 

[Every garticular Com miſſion 
of any great Sin, ſuch as Murder 
Uncileanneſs, Druntenneſs, Ke. 
every repeated Practice of any 
known Jin whatever; every corruj! 
Paſſion, or evil Affection af the 
Mind, hath a mighty Power 1 
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(ep 1 
to darts the 
= to pervert the  diſcerang 
and judging - Power. of Conſcience. 


When the AfeFions- 
theſe Ways once engage, the 


their Side. 


 Senſaality, + 0 bereue and | 


Pride, orb ition, are the three 
principal vicious A fanlions, which 


urten, and then... debawch | the 
Conſciense;\ Thaſe falſe. and fal- 


lacious  Plewfwres of Senſe, which 
leviech the Body, thereby hecome 
the very Papen of the Fr 
and intelldifuel' Part; 
Whoredons:. amd Maine, Rea, iy 
11. tate away the Heart, | that 
(accor ding 20 the: Lap Lapguage 


or Percefition: of. Things, his 


A * eee Fr 
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— or! 4 great, 

ire and Love of Riches, above 
"© > 


are any of 
Judgment is al always. partial. on 
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Holy Writ) a Man tree; Sewjſe, 
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- all other Vices, moſt powerful 
carries the Soal downward, makes 
it all Earth, and makes' the 


| blinding Power, and ſo 


_ doth not 


. Evi 
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Man a poor r ſtupid Brute. 
This Sin hath ſuch a 


pero 
vols" *%q 


Mind, and confounds 
ſon, even in the lil, 75 / 
and moſt ſagacious Men, that 
moſt codetoat Wreteh breathing 
ceive, nor can he — 
all — 4 Reaſon, Re- 
nce, and D 74. 
tion, any Man can uſe 2 
him, that be 4 F oh _ ſ 
a ree gui t 5 
7 og 0 damwable, " an 
ſhameful Sin. 

Pride was the Devibs i and 
the Devil's Raine ; and it hat 
been ever ſince the Devil's M. 
ſter- Stratagem. Ambition fir 
blinds the Conſcience, and the 
leads the _ whither it * 

Bas tha 


perſwaded- 
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that is, in the direct Courſe of it, 
to the Devil. 

[Nothing can make one Man 
ſo much an Enemy. to another, 
15 Sin, makes every Sinner an 


Enemy to God. 
Pride is a gality ſo peculiar- 
2 to God, that it may be 
d not 1 to imprint up- 


on Men the Inge, as to com. 
nunicate to . them dhe very 
Eſſence of Lucifer. . 

This is moſt certain, and wor- 
our belt Obſervation; that 
whatſoever carries. a Man 14 
4 God, (tho? at firſt never fo 
little, will, in the natural 
Courſe and Talaue of it, uy 
bim 115 Sa Bal = arther, till 
at length it leave him neither 
4 Wil, nor Power to return. 

[The End and: Deſign of the- 
Kingdom of the Meſſiah, is to 
= Men off from all "carnal, 5 
arhly, ſenſual Enjoyments, as 

C 3 the 


 edneſs, and Charity, to conquer 


are much more extzfable than 


his Perſon, and of his Goſpel, 


ſpits in his Face, as much as the 


Chriftians, who rejet# Chriſt in 
" +, " e * N 516 


( 
the certain Finders of Piety, 
and Underminers of the Spirit; 
and to plant his Kingdom in 
their Hart; and by infuſing 
into them the Graces of Ham. 
wh Temperance, Feavenly-mind- 


their Corruptions, and to g= 
over All their "carnal irregu 
Aﬀettions and Paſſions. (137 11918: f 

The Jews, who rejected Chrift, 


o 


thoſe Chriftians, O *cknow! 
ing the Divine” Azthority both of 


contraditf that in their Loves, 
which they 2vow in their Creeds, 

He who prefers à baſe, ſhame- 
ful Loaf, falſe Honour, ſinſul 
Pleafare, or Profit, before Chrilt, 


ews did: And as little Allowance 
of Mercy will be made to ſuch 


hi 


FF . r 


uy e CH ww e. 


e 
his Laws, as to thoſe very Men 
who zailed Him to his Croſs... 

[No Man holds the Aba#dance 
of Wealth, and Power, and Ho- 
nur, or of great Parts, Wiſdom, 
or Abilities of any Kind, as a 
Proprietor, but as 4 Steward . Be 
is a Truſtee of Providence, to aſe 
and 4rſpenſe what God depot, 
(and dorh but depoſit in his 
Hand) for the Good of thoſe he 
converſes with. He ought to 
it as God's Deputy, and to uſe 
all his Powers, as God himſelf 
nould do, ſhould: he be pleaſed to 
at immediately. in Affairs here 
E 
Proſperity (as the Nature. of 
Man now ſtands,) bath 'a pecu- 
lar Force and Fitneſs to abate 
Mens Vertues, and to heighten 
their Corruptios 
Nothing more effectually be- 
trays the Heart into a Love of 

7. Win. .— 


Kn 
Sin, and a Loathing of Holineſs, 
than an ill-managed Proſperity. 
The anclear il haunts the 
Families of the Rich, the Galan, 
the Hiph-livers, and High-feeders : 
and there is nothing but the 
Wiſdom from above, which de- 
ſcends only upon ffrict, humble, 
and praying Perſons, that can 
preſerve the Soul pure and ſound 
in the killing Neighbourhood of 
ſuch a Contagion. 

God even looks upon his own 
Sapremacy as concern'd, to aba{e 


a proud Man. 


Every Man hath fo much of 


 Folh in him, as he hath of Siz; 


and ſo much of Sin, as he hath 
EPS. ett ite. 
[Every ſinful Action a Man 
doth, naturally diſpoſes him to 
another, and prepares him for 4 
ine 
Till we have made Religion 


our fixed Choice, tis but Talk and 


Fancy : 


_ 1 
Funcy: The Heart muſt appropri- 
— tate hold of thy” ge 
Traths of Chriſtianity for its Por- 
tion and Happineſs, and its chief 
'B Good, before we are, or can be 
Chriſtians in good earneſt. | 
The ſureſt Way to confirm 
our Faith about the ſacred and 
important Traths of Religion, is 
to love them for their tranſcen- 
dent Worth and Parity; to fix 
our Inclinat ions and Affectious up- 
on. them, and to rejoice that 
there ſhould be ſuch Thin 
prepared for us as the Holy 
Scripture; tells us there are. 
Men are Atheists, not becauſe 
they have better Wits than other. 
Men, but becauſe they have 
corrupter Wills; not becauſe they 
reaſon better, but}. becauſe they 
live worſe. | 
Prodigality is the Devil's Stew- 
ard, miniſtring to all Sorts of Vice 
whatever, even to Covetouſneſs it 
lf at the long Run. 
There 


C5 


weſs has made Rich. 


Fertue a Thing of it ſelf fo dif 


(5%) 
There are more Inſtances of 
ſuch as Riches have made cove. 
tous, than. of fuch as Covetonſ- 


[What Happineſs can there 
be in that Condition, (viz. of 
being Rich, &.) which renders 


cult, infinitely mare difficalt; 
which turns the ſ{rait Gate in- 
to a Needles Eye; and makes 
the y to Hell, Which is ſo 
broad already, ten Times broader 


than it was beſore??ʒ 


True He ineſs ad Comfort 
ſtream — from Ga 
Himſelf, as Light iſſues from the 
Sn... 14. 3464 

Every Man is happy or miſe 
rable, x, the Temper Hy his Mind 
places him, either directly ander, 
or beſide, and farther from the 
Influences of the Divine Nature; 
which. enligbten and enliven the 


well · diſpoſed Mind with ſecret 


ine 


. 


n 


ſent Nas into tlie W 


0 


ineffable Joys; and ſuch as the 


vicious, or unprepared Ming, is 
wholly unacquainted wit. 
(That innare Refleſne/s of De- 
fre, implanted in the Soat of Man, 
is the great Ezg/ze, by which 
God would draw it to Himſelf: 
ſince it can never fx upon, an 
Thing which can fully 1 
it, till in the laſt Iſſue it fernu- 
D YT TEC 
Goc made the Heart of Man 
for no- other Purpoſe, ' but that 
He might dell in it: and He 
( /orld_ with. 
ſuch mighty Endomments, not fo 
much to enjoy it, as to have tlie 
Honour of Aeſpifing, it; and 
upon Experience of its woldl 
Vanity, 70 find Cauſe, in all his 
Thoughts and Defires, to return 
and fly back to his Maker; like 
the Dove to the Art, when it 
could ref no where elſe. 


[Men 


[Men now and then beſtoy 
ſome ſhort ſcattering Thoughts 
upon their Souls and their far 
ture Eftate, provided they -are 
at full Leiſure from their Buþ- 
ry and their Sports. But this 
nur to no more = their 
being religious on Sundays on 
or a hen "oy have nothing ai 
to do. All which, and a great 
deal more, is far ſhort of makin 
Religion a Man's chief Buſineſs; 
tho if it be not ſo, it is in Ef- 
fect juſt nothing at all. 
If Men would be at half. the 
Pains to provide themſelves 
Treaſare in Heaven, which they 
are at generally to get Eſtates 
here on Earth, it were impoſſ 
ble for any Man to be damned. 
[The Chriſtian Religion, is no- 
thing elſe but the purifying and 
refining Nature by Grace; the 
railing and exalring our Facul- 
| | | Hes 


6620 
ties and C apacities, by Wiſdors 
and Vertue. 
Religious Per lion th erefore 
is nothing elſe but the moral 
Accompliſhment of Humane Nature: 
Such 4 Maturity of Vertue as Man 
in this Life is capable f; or a 
confirmed, well-eſtablihed Hz- 
bit of Righteouſueſ, and wy 
Holineſs. © 

Now, as it is the main De WA 
of the Goſpel to raiſe e ſe and 255 
us to this Habit of Holineſs, ſo 
it receives no fmall Aecelſiow to 
that —2 Exſineſs, and Plea- 
ſure, which are natural to /74- 
bits; from the Supernatural Ener- 
2), and Vigour of the Mon. 
Spirit. 
According to this Notion of 
Religious Perfection, he is 4 per- 
fect Man, whoſe Mind is pure 
and vigorous, and his Body tame 
and o 7 rad, - Whoſe Faith is 
. and ſteady, his Love ardent 


and 


| "Ee G2 * 
and exalted, and his Hope ful 
of Aſſarance ; whoſe Religion 
has in it, that Ardoar and on. 
ſtaney, and his Soul, that Tra. 
guillity and Pleaſure, which he. 
ſpeaks him a Child of the Lib, 
and of the Day, a Partaker of 
the Divine Nature, and raiſed 
above the Corruption which: 5 
in the World through Laſt. 
[This is the utmoſt Perfiltio 
Man is capable of in this Life, 
to haue his Mind  enlighten'd, 
and his Hearrpurifyed:; and to 
be informed;: ated, and iufluene- 
ed by Faith d Love, 2s by 2 
vital Principle: and all this is 
eſſential to habitual Goodneſs, or 
that Holineſs which the Goſpel 
requires. 
Thoſe Myſtical Mines, who 
ſeem to have more Light as well 
2 yu _ Men, do 
tightly enough make Per 22 
wo ce in that Holineſs one 


begins 


ä 
ſummate in the Love of God; 
which enlightens the Mina, and 
purifies the Heart, and fixes and 
unites Man to his Sovereign Good,. 
that Be God. wy 45 
Religious Perfei#iov then, is-- 
not to . fantaſtick 
Speculations, or in voluntary 
ervances; but in the ſolid and 
uſeful . Firtues of the Goſpel ; 
in the Works of Faith, the La- 
bour of Loue, and the Patience 
of Hane; in the Purity, and Ha- 
2 ne 
Con ant nanimi 
which — Rm | hath 
brought the Body into Subjecti- 
on, and hath ſet his Ait ian 


on Things above. _ ry | 
[He who fnds in himſelf 
little or no and Thirff 
after Raghteauſueſs, no earneſt De- 
(ire and Care to au that ſet⸗ 


led confirtned Hua off un 


G 
of which all are capable; or to 
grow and improve in the Love 
of God, and 'of his Neighbour: 
in Fauh and Hope, in Purity and 
Humility, &c. hath too much 
Reaſon to ſuſpect his Wart of 
that Sincerity, which is the firſt 
Step towards Perfection; and 
without which, he is not yet in 
a State of Grace and Salvation. 
For, how is it poſſible that 
ſuch Indifference, Coldneſs, and 
Unconcernedneſs, in a Matter of 
fo vaſt Moment, can conſiſt with 
a firm | Belief and Expectation 
of a Crown of Glory, with a ſin- 
cere Love of God aboveall, and 
with an ardent Deſire to pleaſe 
him in all Thing? 

| [Great and invaluable are the 
bleſſed Effects or Advantages of 
Religious Perfection: It advan- 
ces the Honour of the true God, 
and of his Son - Jeſus, - in the 
World; It promotes the m_ 
+ 0 


(65) 
of Mankind; It produces in the 
perfect Man, à ſull Aſſurance of 
eternal Happineſs and Glory; and 
enſequently it puts him ia 
Poſſeſſion of true Happineſs in 
this Life. 15 7 Ain 

The Aſſurance he may have 
of his future happy State, depends, 
1. upon a Divine Revelation, v1z. 
that they who believe and repent, . 
ſhall be ſaved. 2. Upon the 
Application of the Condition of 
Life to his own particular Caſe; 
of which he may be aſſured bx 
an impartial Examination of him- 
ſelf, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 1 Jo. xi. 3. 
And, 3. Upon the Tefimony of 
the Holy Spirit, which, as it A ite 
him in the Examination, ſo it“ 
ratiſies and confirms his Sentence 
by its Suſfrage, ſortiſying his- 
Aſſurance, and increaſing” his Joy.. 

[If his Faith ſtands firm againſt 
all che Shocks of carnal Objections; 
It he earneſtly deſires to your 


> 


(66) 
God, as loving him above all 
Things; If he thirfs more af. 
ter the Conſolation of the Spirit, 
than after that of ſenſible Phin 
If his Saul ax vx ut wards fre 
quently on the Wings . Faith 
and Love, and maintains à con- 
ſtant Converſation with Heaven, 
longing to be delivered from the 
Baay of Death, and to enter into 
the Regions of Peace and Life ; 
It his * er and Thirſt after 
Rightepuſmeſ+ be very 05 and 
the Contempt of worldly Things 
real, he Ax then fafely con- 
clude that he is a Partaker of the 
Divine Nature, and hath-· "eſcaped 
the Corraption that is it the 
World through Laſt: als Ln 
The perfect Man Foy be alſo 
well. aſſored that he ſhall perſe- 
_ were in that good Eftate he is now 
in, by a due Conſider ation of tlie 
Propenſion and Favoy Gol bears 
to his Chilaren; of the 2 
1 


„ 
of Divine Aſſt ance, and of the 


* 


Conſcience | of his own Sincerity, 


and Integrit m. 
[As to to the FHuppizeſs attain 


able in this Life," the ſincerely” | 


religious Man hath many Advan- 
tages over the Sinner, or the leſs 
perfect; He is more free” from 
thoſe Miſtates and Errors, from 


thoſe Paſſions and Follies, which 


embroil Humane Life. He reaps 
that e ene 
from the Mover atfow' of His Bre- 


hath Plegſuris to which the Sin- 
ur is an utter Spranger. To be 
the Care, the Deligli, the Love of 
an Almighty God, who is the 
Fountain of all Good: Lord! What: 
Reft, What Joy, What Confidence, 


What Ergz do "theſe Thoaghts: 
breed 1 * Iran! n TR 
IF [Afs. 
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LAdt, of Wiſdom. and Charity, 


the Contemplation of Truth, and 
the Loveof Goodneſs, are the moſt 
natural and delightful Exerciſe 
of the Mind of a good Man. This. 


- 


wiſe Man forming 4 true Eſti. 


mate of the Objeits of Senſe, as 


low, and fbort, and momentary; 


Concern to him, innocently exjoys 
all that is good in them, and is 


not fooPa by an Expectation of 


mere. 


But the proper, Frait of Perſecti- 


on, and that which is the tru - 


eſt and greateſt Pleaſure, and the 
richeſt Ingredient . of Humane 
Hoppind in this Life, is Aſian 
Aſſurance of the Pardon of Sin, 
Aſſurance of. the Devine Favour, 
Aſſurance. of Immort aliiy and 
endleſs Cl. 
([ Tis moſt certain, that Chriſti- 
an Perſection derives it ſelf rom 
9 7 2 


and not looking upon them as: 
his ultimate End, nor of any great 


„ ') 
Heaven; and that the Sed of it 
is the Grace of God; and yet both 
the Goſpel and the Experience of 
the beſt Men teach us, that tis 
not only a Mort of Time, but the 
Effect of much Labour, Selfadeni al, 
Reſolution,” and Conſtancy: we 
muft watch and pray, contend and 
perſevere; and that org too, before 
we can afain iti. 
The two general and imme- 
diate” Inſtruments,” as of Converſion 
or Regeneration, ſo of Perfettion 
too, are' the Goſpel and the Holy 
Spirit: we ought to ualue the one 
above all Books, and to denen on 
the other as the belt Guide. 
[The natural Effect or Frait 
of Holy  Meditation,//Prayer, fre- 
quently receiving the Holy: Sacra- 
ment; and of the prudent Diſcipline, 
by which we may ſabdue the Pride 
of the Heart, and reduce or 
command the Appetites of tlie Boay, 


ee 


. A 9 ns 


(A) 


and incretſe, have rendred | us 
fapd; and impenetra- 


brutiſhly 
ble; wiltully ef and blind, nat 
only to be Remonſtrances of 
Senſe and of 
the Word and Spiras of God. 
Humane Perfectiau confiſts in 


the ovement and 52 
22 45 


e Underſteniling, 
N Nr e is te 


2 1c. 

ets K 6 ad nbc 
and of aur  Oblig ations 10 it, 
which is 1/aminetios;." Fhe oy 
ating our Laſts and Paſfors, that 


we may be enabled to perform it, 


which is Lilerty; and not only 


a free, hut a arm and 
Proſecation of our Davy, Rebe 


Teal; ate all — — to conſti- 
tute that firm Habit of Righte- 
ouſneſs, ne e W 
Perfectia.. 2D 


1 Humility 


rates „to 


ous Perfection: It muſt ccm any 
. the Chriſtian in every 
ſpiritual Progreſs : It müſt cron 
all his Adcons, and. 4d that 


and ſapplant the Empire and Au. 


. — I NI IS 
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--- [Humility founded upon the 
Canſiderat ion of the bell Mary 


Sins; of his Slips and Defci. 


encies in his beſt State and of his 
continual 


Dependance u God 
muſt begin and 'compleae-Religi 


-Stave-of his 


-Beauty..and'.Exceltency, that Grate 


* 
= 
- 


and Luſtr e to all his other Ver- 


tues, which is altogether 2200 

to render them acceptable to ol 
Illumination is 4 State of 
.Kyowlidge,. conſiſting in the abo- 
liſbing or relinquiſhing thoſe Er. 
rors which deprave and pervert 
our, Affectiont, and undermine 


thority of Reaſon; and inentertain- 


1 and embracing thoſe: Truths, 


which pariſie the one, and reſtore 
and eſtabliſb the other; and this 
in order to entitle us to the F- 

WAN! 5 vour 


- 


Ws» 
vour | Kn. Waun * pm 
wy. mm ho 2002 10 
ar 


which we 4 70 in t 
fures partfy us; e , 
ſrengthen us; — and de- 


light us; and m ee æ gloria 
ous Rewarld 1 ox 

The Kpuayledee:iof our ſelves, | 
in intimate Acquaintunce with 
al our natural. Propan and 
lifrmities, is no inconſidera ble 
Part of ſlums tndtions 1 

For we ſhall never 44 


dreſs our 
ſelyes heartily, tonhe Cure of 4 
Diſeaſe, which we know 1 x 


or to the rect iſing. in Gaol imationgs 
ul we are thr 7 — 
at tis irregalar and dange 

There is nog ſuch pdwerſuß 
Antidote aga inſt Sin, uri 
Holy Inaaſtry, as Holy 1s 
pous Joy, or ſpiritual. 1 
2 nut This is a n 
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28 Gad 209 "oſs of 


(2n) 
of; and: uvric the Power: 
of kg *. e 
13 bh ng Non | late 
muſt? be | deeply 'rooted ; the 
Groznds\on;whict it ſtands well 
een acer that it 
m properly I, not 
rr or Credutity. R 4. 
Ai and N (not obſcure 


_ and;confuſed;).: l ein th 
'A 


Nin teriotis, frequent 
A und Contemplxtion: 
1 muſt be rendred powerful and 
rative, and by holy and long 
Lell, in a Manner auc 
ram with our Scule, and. 
ene our whole: Lives. & 903 03 
his Jemivation' Jars © the 
what - Man and the whole I 
% f ο,ỹ,r Affection on 
their proper and natural Oel, 
and Hiterts all dur Alion, to 
their true £x4; It is continually 
expiting in us. M7 '5, and 


Oefen 


excellent Purpoſes ; always 25 
| us 


. ” ) 1 

vs towards our Sow 
and deterring us from _—_ — 
Death. It be er all dur Fears 
as well as Errors; and rreates un 
mfpeakable Cults Aud fnf= 
” in the Jon. 0 that 2 Meg 
o hath this Light within him, 
wil on Fw be 1 Þ the Li 


Cen, Im Tear, or Fi 
Ji; and 4 


of Trah, 115 55 

8 Trab, are us cations 
riouf] i a e 
7 roerante from u State 2 
Bondage and HN Bren; _— | 
of God, the Lov ' of or Jew, th 
felorfoip of thi Holy | 
pence fi of the Sat, the 74 
farreFion of the Body 

tion and Bleſſeaneſs 2 1 0 
Good God! What furpriz 

hat raviſhing 1 theſe = | 
D 2 (He 


fr the Thou F an emlight 
don to dwell upon | 


. 
; 
1 
ö 
) 
[ 
7 


| 


2 [He ſecures the Freedom of his 


the 


1 


is Regſon againſt the. Force of 
eſs Prepoſſeſſions, and ſenſe. 


judgment ſufficiently, who guard; 


the Laſts of the Body, and 
Prejudices of Parties; who, keeps 
A birt Exe pon the Motions and 
Tendencies of his inferior Natare; 
who admits not the Dictates of 
a ſingle Perſon, or of à Pag, 
for Catholick Reaſon; and who 
judges well of Times, and Men, 
ere he pay much Deference to 
Authority. ns T5 as" na 
In order to attaix this Hani. 
nation, we mult 2200 our ſelvez 
with a great and ſenſible Concerr, 
to the Stad of the Truths of the 
Goſpel ; - We muſt act confor mall 
to thoſe gs of Light which 
we have already att; W: 
muſt pray for the Aſif ance of God's 
Grace, and his Holy Spirit. 


Ce- 


. UW * 
bY 
4; EF, 6 2 EBS 
_ Credulity, Pregipitation, and | 
Confidence, are irreconcilable Ene- 
niet to Wiſdom: Lobe 2 
Trath, Diligente,” Tiduſtih, Cart, - 
and Devout Meditation, ate..its 
beſt and greateſt Friends. 
_ (Chriſtian. Liberty is our Sabje- 
tion to Reaſon enlightned by 
Revelation: It ſuppoſes and in- 
cludes a clear unbyaſſed Judgment, 
and a Power, and Capacity of 
ing conformably thereto: Tis 
the juſt and natural Dominion of 
the Mind over the Body, ſubdu- 
ing our corrapt Afeckions and des 
lvering us from the Slavery and 
Bondage of Sin. = 
Ie that comtmitteth Sin, faith 
our Lord, John viii. 34. „ the 
Servant of Sin; and, if the Son 
ſball make you free, ye ſhall be free 
indeed, Ver. 36. And Ver. 31, 
32. If you continue in my Word, 
ye ſhall know the Truth, and the 
Truth ſball make you free, By t 
| | D 3  _Spirtt 
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( 78.) 
Spirit and the Doctrine of Chriſt 
received and obeyed, we 6 7 1 
ſeued from the Seruitade of 
and Error, and are fet at Like) 
to work Ri age ay ;m St. Paul 
deſcribes the e of a Fin. 
ner, Rom. . 2. the Libery 
| of a Saint, Rom. vil. And Rom. 
vi, 22. He deſcribes Chriſtias 
Liberty by our being made free 
from Sin, -apd.. becoming | the Ser- 
wants of Gad, and. * aur 
Fruit unto Holiveſs..  . 
Aad the # Man 
now. a nem e W 
into 2 ne Nature, that is, mor- 
ed by new Affections, raiſed and 
fortiſy'd by zew Brinciples, ani- 
mated by a Divine Ener 19 
75 ſtance, and 1 1 all 
a trauer an hter 7; oh, 
by, (as it is in 1 — Habits) 
with Eaſe and Pleaſure fallow that 
Spirit, and obey thoſe Aﬀection: 
Which now reign and rule in 7 7 
[The 


(28 ) 
FLAG Live Fruits of this 
Chriſtian L. are, thezgretd — 
Hippine/s of being de/toerett\/ from 
Vn, Thad ithei greateſt. Euil: 
Liberty, or Propenſity, auc I. 
dination to all goa Nor l: Being 
thereby iragh ene hear Rilay / 
non to Gock as being his Serwadts 
and his Chilis: And the Aus 
be of TWO Ma Wee 
.. 11 
[Sin is ſounded. in — 
or of the Di lefg 

6. ms Mature ; it 
. in the —— eee 
U „ the, Depraviuy of : 
our ade, aud the Feebles 
neſs and Jeipotence' uf the With = 
And as) it alienates our - Aﬀettions 
ſom God here; ſo it muſt cer- 
tainly e xclade us from his Hre- 
4 and bis Favour ſor ever; 
The Atheiſt and impenitent Sin- 
ner hath as much Contempr "Jo. 


his own r and Happideſs, 


as 


n 7 > 


a, * 


„„ GS es Coe I EL, 


as for Reaſon and Religion, 
[When Wear is renewed by 
the Grate of the Goſpel; and 
ſet free from the ufurped Power 
pf original Corruption, falſe Prin- 
eiples and —_— Caftoms, the 
Works of Righteouſneſs," are p 
perly 11 — 4251 Warksof ow 
Nature; And then to do good to 
Men, and to love and ſerve God, 
and-ro offdr up our Prayers and 
Devotions to Him, is to grati 
the: ffrongeſt and moſt delightful 


Intlinition we have. 

[Cel ſſpneſe, Senſuality,” and the 
Lobe of the Wortd, are the three 
great Principles or Sources of all 
Mictedneſs; they are wholly in- 
conſiſtent with that  Sobriety and 
Temperance, or with that wiſe 
and good Government of our Atti- 
ont, and of our Aﬀettions, in law- 
ul Inſtances, which we owe to our 
f, 5; with that Truth, Tate 


— | 


— — 


Pl * - 
9 * 
. - \ 


and Charity, which we owe to 


— . —5 — 


Men; and with that Love and 


Fear, with that Dependence, Re- 
ſenation, and Devotion, Which we 
owe. to God; from, whom. they 


do facrilegionſly ſeal away and 


alienate our Minde, and ſet ap 
other Gods, our Luſts and our 
[' Tis the higheſt Prerogative, 
the greateſt Honour and Advan- 
tage we can derive from Natare 
or from Grace, to be capable of, 
and to be entirely devoted to the 
Service of our Sovereign Lord 
and Creator, and of our moſt 


merciful: Redeemer.. 
To ſerve God, is to love what 
is infinitely lovely; to follow. the 
Conduct of infinite Mm; to 
repoſe our Confidence in, or on 
that Being, Whoſe. Goodneſs is as 
boundleſs as his Power.; Tis to 
purſue the great End of our Crea. 
Hon, ig if, 7 tinte 


Die-. 


2 
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Dignity of our Nature, and to the 
Dictates of enlightned Resſon: 
And to ſecure to our ſelves the 
utmoſt Degree of endleſs Huppi- 
neſs and Glory that created Beings 
are capabli 
Toer Rp Riphreou[ueſ conſiſts 
in the due Sabordination of the 
Body to the Soul, and of the Son 
to God: and oviginal Corruption, 
which all Men own, (how much 
foever its Gwilt- or Sinfulneſs, 
ant! irs ftr in Eterniiy, are con- 
troverted) conſiſts in the Sabver- 
Hon of this Order, The Cure of 
"rhis Corraption then muſt conſiſt 
in the re-eſtabliſhing” this due 
Sabordination. © This mult be 
done . it Ne e the "Strength 
ny ' Avthorit of The Body, an _ 
ng Ref 2 wks n 3 — 

mer By 11 'rerional Me 


| by in the ether 0d 
the 9 5 2 CPs. it; Pad. 
ly" by the EI Goſpel, 


0 1 J yn e 


ind the Gra of — Holy bitt, 
and partly by —— the; 
Minu to. retire, and-ito wihdfaw 
it ſell. ome: Times fromo rie 
s qu en en pile ors love 
he Preference... given; to the 
Cares and Angeles phethe Body, 
or to ere Mind, is che 
diſtinguiſhi 18 e hich 
conſtitutes and demonſtrates Mew: 
either Hay or Wicked. I 
that are f the, Halb, do mim 
Things ef the Hab; and they that 
we of the Spirit, i Things — 
Spirit, Rom, viii 3. 
[Ts the Hat of the: Holy 
Spirit to repair, in ſame Degree: 
at leaſt. che Ruines o the To; | 
to rectiſy Musa; to improve 
our Faculties; and to imprint in 
us che divine Imagre Meditation, 
and Prayer, and à cateſul Confor-) 
nity to 7 Divine Will, are: — 
prope Means to obtain and in- 
creaſe the Grace of the Spirit; 


 Neg- 


( 34) 
Negligence and preſumptupys 
 Witkedneſs, grieve and extinguiſh 


045; KEE | | | 

The Do#rizes of tlie Goſpel, 
if thoroughly imbibed, can and 
will effectually raiſe us up above 
a State of Natare, and will free 
us from the Pawer and Prevalence 
of our orginal Corruption. 


This Conqueſt over our origi- 


nal Corruption, reifes Man tot 
higheſt Puch of Perfection, that 
our Nature 15 capable of : It makes 
him approach the »earef that 
Mortality can do, to the Life of 
Angels: It gives Him an unin- 
rerrupted Aſſurance of Mind, 
and a perpetual Calm within. 
To miſtake a Natare contraQ- 
ed from falſe Principles, f6oliſh 
| Caſtoms, a careleſs Education, and 
Love of the World, for natural 
Corruption; and their own. Faults 
for | 41&voidable* ones, is a fatal 
Error; Which not 9 


( 85 ) 


Lives Eud. | 
Tho'ꝰ much leſs than Habitaal 


Goodneſs may conſtitute a Man 
in a State f Grace ; yet nothing 
leſs can produce Perfection, or a. 


conſtant Aſſurance of eternal 


Happineſs; which every Man 


ought to endeavour after, all he 


that his Goodyeſs ought to conſiſt 
particularly in an Habit of thoſe 


Vertues, tO v | 
the moſt averſe. 


2 


[Sizs of  Infirmity, all 2 zree, 


are ſuch Sins as are conſiſtent 
with 4 State t 
the Favour of God; from which 


the beſt Men ate never entirely 
freed in this Life, tho? they be 


not imputed to them. 

Theſe Slips, Failings, and the 
Spots even of God's Child 
are diſtinguiſhed from ſuch Sin 


Men in their I ices, but pions . 
them Peace in them too, to their 


can: And to remember always, 


to which he is by Nature 


Grace, and with 


Chi lar ex. 


— | 3 
which in Holy Scripture gene- 
rally denotes a deliberate, wilſul 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law of God; 
both in that they are neither ig 

reat and plain Iaſtances, and alio 
in that they proceed from Joo 
rance, or Inadvertency, or Sur prize, 
and the Frailty of our-Nature,... 
However, every'mi/e and Þbo 
Man muſt | often call himſelf-to 
an Account for all fuch his moral 
Defetts and natural Tofirmities. 
He muſt watch, and ſtrive, and 
pro againſt them. He mult take 
Care to ſetile in bis Mind the 
Habits of the oppoſire Vertaes, and 
to reduce even _his natural Appe- 
rires within ftriq and narrow 
Baznds : And after all, to waſb off 
the Strains of his Slips, and Deh- 
ciencies in his Dxty, by a general 
deen I wo 


2 mptuous wilful Nu, is a 
detiberate Tranſgreſſias of x known 


Law of God, tending to the Diſ- 
70411777 : 


honour 


I r 0 — 2 


PPUA w ˙. —˙¹; evo ood ͤũlͤ̃ in BY. hd 


9 * 


AB — 
honowr of God; or to the Bjary 
of our Neighbour 


„ or to the 
Depravation and Defilement of our 
own Natere ; And every ſuch Siz 
excludes a Man from Haven, and. 
fom- the Frvorry of Gd. 
To be free from the Dominion, 
and Power of mortal Sin, is indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary to Sincerity ; 
which is the firſt and loweſt. ep 
towards Salvation. ae 
| [Ontirrerſality, Smmeerity, and 
ae wr ay are the ws and 
indiſpemſible Properties of 65 * 
hang Faith. The perſe 
Man therefore- muſt take Care 
to be free, not only from an Habit 
of any Sin, bur alſo from ſengle 
Ads of deliberate, preſumptudus 
Sins; one AF of which, may 
be equivalent to an Habu of others; 
Such are Marder, Adwltery, Idol a 
iry, Perjary, &e. which cannot 
be committed, without implicitly 
at leaſt,  renonncing. Cbrifli muy; 


From 


* 
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From all ſuch, a perſect Man 4. 
ſtains with Eaſe, and with Plea. 
fare, with Conflancy. and De. 


renne 
The perfect Man hath ever a 
due Regard to the End and Deſign 
of the Lew, viz. to the Perfection 
of his own Nature, and to the 
Purity and Elevation of his Saul; 
And therefore he interprets the 
Prohibitions by a Spirit of Faith 
and Love. He enquires not how 
far he may enjoy even lawful 
Satifactians in the natural Action, 
of the animal Life, and he ſafe; 
but bow far he may deny hin- 
ſelf, and bewiſe. 
[In order to obtain this glo- 
rious Liberty and Deliverance 
from wilful Sin, we muſt be tho- 
roughly convinced of the Certain- 
y of the great Goſpel-Traths ; VIZ. 
that there is an Holy and a Juſt 
God, and 4 Life to come; and 
Salvarion by Jeſus Chriſt to 
_”, only 


F ( 89 ) 24 1 r 
oh who belirve, and love, and 
bim, Cr. We mult frequently 
and ſeriouſſy ponder tllem, till 
they have imprinted clear an di- 


: B flin& Tdea's or Notices" in” our 
Minds. We muſt meditate on 
chem, till our Souls are poſſeſſed. 
e end filed with an ardent” Love of 
Cod, of Jeſus, of Holineſs , and 
e Jof Heaven: till all our Deſires 
ad Paſſions are converted” into, 
and ſwallowed up by this Love; 
and God be our Joy, and pur Ga 
5, the Reſf and Center of our 


Fouts. We muſt poſſeſs our Minds: 
with a perfect Hirred of all In; 
and particularly of that, to which 
J- we are moft ſubjet and fortify 
e them with 2 firm Reſolution to 
conquer all Dificalties we may 
meet with in our Way to Holi- 
Z %, and true Happibeſs. 
t We muſt sf 


72 


all Means td ob. 
1 tain the Spirit of God; and to 
„ increaſe and cheriſh his N 

e 


190 
We mult prey earneſtly, aud me- 
ditate ee W. x not 
PN the, Holy Spirit by any 
wilful Sin, nor guenab it by Sr 
45. or Negligence or laber Free- 


\ [Unfraitfulne under the Means: 
4 4 vio in thoſe: ſeveral: 
e and Advantages we: 
may have of ſerving Gad, and of: 
dojug good to 1 is a fatal E- 
ror to thoſe many, who. ſeeming. 
to-ebbor. roſs Inqworglity. or Wick-- 
2 Gy vet lle under ſtand 

Chriſtian Religion, as to pro- 
yy Es not only Jmpuni- 
tj, but an. H 1 too, in an- 
aſeleſs and 'woprc le Life. 1 

 Unfraiifulneſ;. conſi ſts eit her in 
a "Neg lect of Rs which: is Idle-- 
F -- or in a lifeleff, 1 17 = 


profitable Ru bug it, 
Cai, 


which: ; 25 Ar 
e | 


'G 


(He, 


2 V. W 
; in. e jon 
Me 7. , 


hath 9 the Grace a 0p 
and the Gogel in van: He. bath 
ſrved: no Intereſt of Vertuc, or of 
Religion in his Generat ian; and 
2 he * ya pK out af 
caves; With t | 
who: bid his Maſter's Talent Ar 
Napkin Lake ION: and | om 
ral Neglect of Duty, logs 2 the 
main Ends of Religion; 
I are, to hanaur God; to A our- 
Holy Profeſſion, and fave our 
- | own Souls; and to promote the 
Cod of Human | Society ; All 
| which can never be ata ned, but 
by following after Righteasſneft; 
+ by abounding in de e 
it. 3 
ö | 5 They, 


717 aw Tp, * 


| T3. 3 
They, who under the P?etmrce 
of any ſecular Calling, ſuffer tlie 
Ceres of this Life to thruſt out 
thoſe of another, are = idle, 
and fothful Servants to God; and 
Traitors to their own Souls ; how 
induſtrious and faithful ſoever 
they are to the World. For Life 
is waſted and miſpent, if it makes 
not Proviſion for Eternity; and 
it matters little whether it he 
waſted in Pleaſure, or in Dradeery 
c 
This unprofitable Ialeneß, is 

a flat Contradiction to Faith, 
Hope, and Charity; to Fear, 
Vigilance,” Mortification, whictt 
are the great and indiſpenſable 
Duties and Principles of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; and therefore 
certainly it muſt be a damning 
Sin. It not only terminates in 
Sin, but hath its Beginning from 
it too, viz. from a Brut Stupi- 


dig, and affected Ignorance; from 
* Vanity 


1 
Vanity and: Levity; from Senſualie 
ty, or. ſome other prevailing Luſt: 
And as to its diſmal 17 it 
robs Religion and the World of 
the Servos, ee io, 50 1 7 be. 
reaves. us of. the Pleaſure. . Li 
(which. is ſerving car Gal, 0 
doing good) and of the Canfor: 
of Death, and ſends us down to 
à miſerable Eterni g. 
Every. Man: therefore. ſhould 
lay to Heart, that a State of Idle. 
neſs, is a State of damnable Sin.; 
as being directly oppoſite and 
n 1 Fas 0f 
God, both in our Creation, and 
in our Redemption. Tis an un- 
worthy baſe Return to the Favour 
of God, in 2 realonable 
Creatures, and ſo capable aof 
knowing, ſerving Him, and do- 
ing oP and to the Blood. of 
his Son ſhed for that very Pur- 
poſe, vis. to purify” 10 Himſelf 4 
peeuliar People, Scale, , good 
On * We - 


1 94) 
Works, 'which God had ordained, 
that rhey ſhould walk in Tit. v. 14 

Eph. 2 


{Formality, or —— 


that is, 'a too perfurttory Per 
S is the and 
e ur itt ll Bay che Ss nd 


demnatian of thoſe? who make 
a fur Show of Religion, and yet 
we no imat Piritua Lite. 
They generalfy dõ obſerve the 
extern Duties of Religion, but 
with fo lune Reliſh, ſo' mth 
Indifferetice, Uncontern, and 
r 
table tu nor ro 
chemmſelyes. 1 


To take no Ple r in the 
Things of God; To have no 
bs of fuitable to the Excellency 
_— — —— of our Name, to 

of our Profeſſion, and 
er 8 85 great Obligations we have 


to God” and to our Bleſſed Re- 


deemer; To have no Hunger and 
10 


< 95 } 1 
Thirſt aſter the Ng. 
2 of God; To ma | 
Progreſs towartdls our great Fad; 
To have little or no "Cancers for 
the Honbur of God, and ſor the 
_ of our Brerhren, 
2 in Evidencts of u corrape 
lind Heart, and of our be- 
ing in A Stare of Carnality and 
Death; tho dur © exper Per- 
formanices- of thy of the Dwzes 
of Religion Ren erer ſo any, 
and ever ſo frequent. 
Prayer, hearing and reading the 


- ard of 3 e 


Rar 8 to increafe © our © Lobe, 
bong, corny" Fairh, and confirm 
our Hope: And where ve find 
not the Ein them, we. may 
Sue are not difcharg 'd 
with that Life, Smcerity, 12 
or of our Souls, with 

We ougin to d ptr form them. 


[Chri- 


-are_'but 


wenly-mindedneſs, Self-denial, and 
N are ſo far from bo. 
| ng. viſible. in the Lives ol many, 
0 


ſor Rel Religion, that they 
And the LA * hee ring a aud the 


Pride of Life, and 2 
ing as much o orld, and 
making as 8 a FE Figure in it, 


188 Nh and. the Pride . of 574 


* 
- 7 


Cabs. 
Do gg, <p Meebne ſſ, and Hy 
. Poser of Spirit, Hes. 


o pretend to have ſome Regard 
em to 
have loft. the very. Notion of them. 


as they poſſibly can, is the, great, 
if not t l 50 7 of many 


of heic Liv to live 
5 416, * arb b to Makes eir Heart. 
JH" th War Hh 


Hopes, their Treaſure, 
'and their Portion in Heaven, not 
on LIM 

Tho! we. know that the L 


ovetouſneſs and Vain: glag, 

11 edper , D. re 92 55 and . Purſuit 
als 7 Riches, or ſecular Pamps and It 
ana (which are arty * expre 
2 ö 


ee eK. r 


S8 


> 
I» 


. 


1 Xi. 15 5, 00 are Names 
i horrible _ yet thoſe 'who' 
ite moſt gallen of them, ſcarce 
nom Whab the Thing. themſelves 
ot, or mein. They 2 not can 


jder, that not only all plainly” 


ſinful Gratifications of their c 
and worldly*L:ufts ant Deſesg but 
the thus rl their  Aﬀettrons on 
Things on the Earth, making them 
their chief Buſineſs and their Ha- 
meſs, and ſeeking them with that” 
dplication and Deference, which 
xe due to the Kingdom and 
Righteouſneſs of God, are wholly 


inconſiſtent - with” that Poverty - = 
Siri, with that Purity" of AL 


with that Spirituality, and” Tila. 
renly. mindelineſs, and with that 
redominunt Love of God, and of 
dur Bleſſed Redeemer, whictt' 
the ap 


parent Deſien and 2 


and the great Leſſons, and CS 
preis reh, of the Holy 12 7 I, 
- D | 


E 


4 ml, 20 is forbidden, 


* 
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pel. And St. John a ſſures 
that if any. Max (thus) 1 2 
Mord, and the Things. that. are in 
che World, the Love of the Father 
ii not in him. 

[The Care of this fel Lin of 
Lnkewarmneſs and - Formaliy, 
We fruſtrates the Efficacy of the 
Goſpe ae, 495 of a. Spirit; and 
entir eats the great Deſen 
of the Chriſtian toys 15 
in forming juſt and correit Notions 
of Vertut and of Vice ; and of the 

High Duties and Motives which 

ie. Scripture acquaints us with: 
in ſtrengthning and confirming 
our Faith, and our Hope, and our 
Love to God; and in perfecting 
and compleating the Reformation 
of our Lives. 

[They who upon an impartial 
Examination, by e foregoing 
Merks, find themſelves in a lule- 
warm Laodicean State, ought 
ſadly and timely to "conſider, 


that if their Chriſtianity be ſuch, 
that 


28 HL 


* IP 4 92 be I 
that it neither truly ſets them, 
from their Bondage to the 
World and the Fleſh; vor en. 


riches their Saals with true, and 
ſolid Pertue; if it neither promotes 
the Honour of God, at leaſt by a 
Chriſtian Life; nor the Gaed of 
Man, in their Station and Capa- 
city; it muſt unavoidably follom, 
that having no true Title to Sod's 


 Favoar, nor any Tational Ground 


on, which to build an Aſſurance of 
it, they can reap: no truę Cor ary. 
or Pleaſure from Religion here, 
nor any Reward from it Pi | 
And their Torment in Hell will 


have this peculiar _ Aggravetion. 


above all others, that they fell, 
into it, from the Hopes (falſe in- 
deed) they once had of Heaven. 
[Teal is Love in the utmoſt. 
Elevation and Vivacity that it is 
capable of: by it Human Mal are 
is raiſed. to the higheſt Degree o, 
perfection, by the Pawer of God's 

| E2 Word, 


reaſter: 


Cie 
Word, the Energy of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the Triumphs of Faith, 
and Love, and Hope. 


A State of Leah, is that Holi 
nife, which is the Reſalt of Ik 
mination, or Clearneſs of Judg- 
ment, of the Strength and. Force 
of Holy Reſolution, and the Vigour 
of holy Paſſions: Tis that ſolid ſpi- 


ritual operative Religion, which may 


be felt by our ſelves in the Tranquili. 
ty of Conſcience, pions Deſires, and 
a rational Aſſarence : and may be 
diſcern d by the World in our Lives 
and Actions; It will ſhew it ſelf in 
our Hamility, Parity, Temperance, 


* Moderation, Devotion, 'Watchfulnefi 


for the good of thoſe under our 
Charge; and in the Aﬀivity and 
Generoſity of an «ziverſal Charity. 

A State df Teal, in the Lan- 
guage of St. Paul, 1 Thell. i. 3. 
is that Perfection or Maturity, of 
Holineſs, which abounds i the 
Work of . Faith, in the Labour of 


pr N al 155 a . 5 
4 \ eXcs 


1 RM 
Love, A ihe Patience o Epe! in 
our Lord Jeſus Clin, in the. 15 2 
rd, and our dither, d Id a 
Vor is notlnng,e 
the” Lov yt Ga made. e in 
us, or an pr vebemenmt [Deſire to 
Advance the Glory of God. by our 
perſonal-inher u Holinefs "and-by 
the Fruit « eat Wer n 
[The, 7 n then, = ſee, 
is not of ſet tte barb omi- 
my but 


nion of 3 carefully 
and c ſtains from- a 


2 Je Kai 
A Fi 5 1 


12 4 He. — 


never criming) omit "any Dat, 
ug nant , to; He mu 
1 choc Na Big one 17 0 : and 
Nat ave mo 
and incline him 55 9 2 eg | 
he ſeems to be eg nd by God, 
to be an Example to ” others. He 
muſt de eminent” alſo in thoſe 
Vertues which 1 more neceſſary, 
4 : . 


1 
and pecaliar to his particular Cal. 
ling or Station; or which any 
other Diſpenſation of Providence 
he is under, 7 705 of Him. He 
muſt be truly great in his own 
proper Ba ſs "and Affair, and 

bine Wil 4 dazling Lafre i in 
ys own Sphere. 

The pelt Man muſt always 
eher in thoſe univerſal indifpen- 
Jable Graces of the Goſpel,” Faith, 
Hope, Love, and Humility ; Which 
effeCtualty' exalt Man TR him- 


be WE aſl oy ds 
in 7M wit . 
dent Lal for The $7 05 br 


1 


and 0 the Good of Men: and 
thus enable him to ſermount all 
the Difficulties, which he. meets 
with in proſecuting. his. Ereat 
and glorious Deen. 
The perfect Man will always 
tleave to God with all his Soul; 
and, watk as always before him; 
ad will very ens meditate on 
Him, 


(1263) ) 
Him, mow on his Works: — 
he will contrive, aud fta) ar 

Alon to pleaſe him. Alf ching 
will pen, to him cup at 
contemphible in Compariſon wit 

d God ; *and' conſequently he wilt 
nil fo thirff after the Preſence and 


Huition of God in Heaven, there 


he will earneſtly deſre to be dif- 

ſolv'd, and diſmiſſed from the 

corruptible Tabernacle of his 
ant mann OE 25 


[As Vertue is the Perfection of 
Homa n' 7 e, | ſo 7 is As als 
perfection of Verte; and Tei 
is the nobleſt Principle and Pers: 
ſection of vertuous Actions. Now 
ſachih T which” is fu, i 
all ga Works, is indiſpenſabiy 
neceſſary to our own Serarit and 
Happineſs; to the Welfare and 
Good of our Neighbour; and to 
our promoting the Glory of God. 
F tie "296 #'' Man; whatever 
his private Charities are, looks 
on E 4 upon 


dent and pions) Doxors,. as it ap: 
tiful Relief, and greater 
Hog 5 A 


(4584 
upon it as bis indiſpenſable Dim the 


to make his Light ſo to ſbine be: of 


fore Men, that they may ſee | 
his good Works, and dau be 
Father, Mat. v. 16. in al p- 
Lick Contributions for the Relief ol 
Chriſt's poor diſtreſſed Members; 
or for promoting any publick 
the Honour of his Maſter, and 
to the greateſt Good of Mankind. 
And Experience hath ſhewn, 
that the concerted ſbining Exam- 
ple of a few. thinking Pe Sgt by an 


anuſual Liberality, hath raiſed a | * 

public Collection in a, Pariſn to . 
more: than four Times what it if 
would other wiſe probably have | *** 
amounted to; Which ern p | © 
Charity redounds as well to the = 


Glory of the Grace of G „and 


parently doth tothe more dap || © 
Comfort al tC 


thoſe 


a — 


— 2 - 


—— 


— 


„ere eee. 


a rational Aſſurance of it in this 
Life. The Rea ſon is plain, be- 


F unqueſtionable Proof . of our - Jnte- 


f At 41 05 
thoſe indigent diſtreſſed Cott 
of our Lord, who receive ĩt. 
[As-a happy Eternity de de, up- 
on our Teal, ſo nothing elſe 
can give us any comfortable, any 


cauſe; tis Zeal that is the . 


ty 2 and Haris are rhe 
4 bi Rn can evidence 


the Life Fagd Truth of our Fin, 
and :: Hereby we know. that 
me know. * if ne keep, bis Con- 
N . nn 


of. our 800 
E never ;xef e190 gr ati 
1 RT Ta WI *. 


l in us, barn its G 
2 1 5 rorure 2 


ertain Y ue deen Gove 


(106) 7 
ve cannot but feet hi Glory; we 
cannot but be deſrous to maintain 
Communion with him. And if fo, 
do we know any Sacrifice, that is 
more acceptable to God than good 
"Works ? Do we know any that he 
aelights in more than Zeal? 
[To know, and to love God, is 
our Wiſdom; To depend upon 
Him, our Happineſs and our Se- 
*enrity; To ſerve and 8 4 
Him, our Perfection and Liber 
To enjoy Him, will be our 
ven; and thoſe Glimpſes of his 
Preſence, which we are vouchſaſed 
h the Spirit in this 77 
We the Pledges and Forerafte of 
He who doth not find Relig 
o full 1 who doth not 
on dong, d, God; and- rejoice in our 
d'Jeſas ; he 50 5 is not filled 
With an humble Aﬀurrance o the 
Divine From, and à | joyful 
Ex} ffution” of. fu, 0 


3 wo Www F-1F wu WW 


- "= 


either aint 7 
tion, the Abſolatantſ: "of 1b 
or the Ardonr 0 Lore. "1p f 


* Puriſbment of the Fool, or 
the eine Man, is the e 


of the 


mall be 2 


0 890 } 
es [3 er Jar 


Glory; dotii yet vn, _ 
He is yet defet#ive with Reſpebt 


hrneſs fs of Ilaming- 


Retivahtht which'is the "Priſon 


e or the Thinki and 
od is." * . * 


the 3 7s 
we entirely depend "uf on 


U | 
God for our Feppin 5, we ſhall 


be paſſionttely dera of his 
Preſent, of his Or act an Favour; 
we fall dreſs and prepare "our 
Souls; we hall awaken and dif 
ag dur *Frr4It;es to receive 

we (half ever do fs a 5 
which may inbite au 


with Him to 414 = „ 


#7 = C 1 — 1 » 
-< * 


1 — End, an empey- and 


uncer- 


(6108) 
uncertain Goody inſtead of a ſolid 
and eternal One, muſt needs be 
as miſerably deluded and, difap- 
pointed, as he muſt, who 2 ap 
to bimſelf a a falſe Ged. in ead of 
the true; 
dear. himſelf to the true God, * a 


_ falſe and ſuperſtitions * bun 
[Whoever . es hey «,;or 
happy, muſt ne ut that 


Keligion can fabſiſt. e the 
Strength and Vigour wp aur Aﬀeti- 
ons; or that the Bent and Vi 
gour of our Souls can... be. pointed 
towards God, and yet, the Ar 
of our "Deportment. and Converſe 
tion be earthly, fenſudl, and vain; 
conformed even 1. Pag an. Pride, 
and 5 7 75 | He .maſ 
look | imſe 2 a Stranger, 
and Ee in is World; and 
. the beſt Things in it, Ng 6 as 
edjexts of our Happineſs, . but 
* as es JE ae A" 


t mort 


wp T a $8. 


Thing 
| excite in us 
Things in their own Nature 115 


& NAK Nr 


( 1 109 * 

2 Repaſts, \ or Refreſhments in 
ney. - 4 D 

Aue chief Reaſon, why thoſe 

glorious and wonderful © Objetts, 


God, 4 Judgment to come, Heaven, 


and Hell, do ſtrike us 0 _feebly, 


and-oper ate. #6 litile is, becauſe we 
have 


uy nd [apt 658 
and clear Conception 0 idem: i 
being other chlie "impoſſible," Me 

18 in thleir“ owt Nature 
and \ amazing, 54 "ſhould 
no Fear; "Or that 


nitelys ami able, ufd FEY 
us nb-Paſſion;! no Dire, 
For 2 can render the je 


important Fall. p powerful 


operative in us, but fuch 2 D . 
lee of them 2 ferious Jn 
devout 2Meditatron, i ie WE ib a 
Maier "compete" then d With 
2 E 
The Grace of Cod, if it be 
complied with, Ld che, whit 


C4 114104 "RY it 


110 5 
7 0 N 14081 


it renders us more like God, 
Tenders us more dea to him too; 
And one Fzvaur, if it be not our 
99 Fault, qualifies us DE 
th oP 
. (To. be perpetually raid; at 
9555 own Fal; to commit thoſe 
. Things Me ch we inwardly cus- 
damn, and be ig eontinnal Paiy, 
they Thouid come to Light : 
* always diſpleaſed at one's 
2nd raid not only of the 
ctians of, others, but oi our 
, SE is, methinks, a great 
x "ou on our 
15 7 . _ & fl l but N 2 
ut Ha is in all, but eſpetate 
Jy med Fas nd Brutes, inſepa- 
255 #4 : JOFBES with: —— — — 2 
I not 2 
lee o 2 
that 1 Man wy cher 


— — 


everlaſting Punifhmenr 


1 
is 4 


trabſe to all Arga: , to al 
Motiues, which either the tendey- 


— — — 


3 
borrible Dread of Death, and 


P 9 


This is the bleſſed Advantage of 
Atheiſts, Scepticks, and of all Hard- 
ned impenitent Sinners, to fland - 
ſe Brink of Damnation! 

orious Vid, to have 
defeated. all the Means of Grace, 
and Flappineſs ! Tis an heroick - 
Archievement, to be able to ex- 
ringaiſh all true Senſe and Reaſon, 


as well ab Religion ; and to be- 


come e and impene- 
I Argements, to all 


eſt Love, or the "profoundeft 
Wiſdom of God and Nun can at- 
LT love nothing betty than 
Gd, noting equal fo H im, Con- 
ſtitutes us in a State of Sincerity, 
and ſo of Salvation too. We afe 
farther required to aim at, and 
purſue aſter the bighef and ml 
perſe& Degrees of Love; but we 

; are 


ö 65 112 ) 

are not hound, Bader Pain of Dan 
nation, to attain them. 

Ihe perfect Man hath Gra: 

and Strength. enou gh to forbear 

all deliberate ful” Sin; and 1 

doubt not but that mag do ſo. 


But the moſt perfect Men are 
never utterly exempt from Defect, 
Helge A nd Humane Infirmittes. 
is [He who, deſires to he perfect, 
wil 90 all e Which 
Infe fects us. wit h LV arit od Light- 
neſs. of $ Spirit, Whic 7 Ws us no- 
thing but a gawdy Qatſide, and a 
77 Sl . whoſe. 1 N binds 
Men in 5 to be fo 5 
and makes Confidence, and. Vice, 
and Miſpence 0 Time, 2 Faſpion, 
1 5 Love of God, is the no- 
bl Fruit of Numination and 
Faith; the true Source and Parent 
of Joy and Peace. This Love is 
che moſt pregnant Seed of a 
vine Lil. 301 t IS f the Principle 


that c * 1 * e a 


S8 


* 


6 


r rr ere 


gy on J — N= 


neh or great zu And 


tlie whoſe Boy of . neſs. 
Love is the Bu of Onjon, and 
py _ 4s Father,” a4, 
Fonts * 

* — nee an bent 1 
too. paſſionate Late of the 
Wo 14,'are, 100 much Cee for 
the Pomp and the Shem coy of Life, 1 
much Faalieg, . in 

and Ceed of it; 1790 -Haick 1 4 | 
Senſe of Honour and Reputation, 
of Pheemi nente and Praiſe; too 
mueh Diver ſion Dr Se of EY 
and Pleaſus: ro much Hal, 
and too much bodaftry' to grö 
17 ſhort, a ws 


2 


more app en Care x 
and viſible N 
ta the Thitigs %f this 
than to ne of the 2 i 


come. 


Ne ot , 
fond" Diba lof the World! m 
poſſibly, neither for the Matter, 
nor 


014) 


nor the e of 1 at oh great 
and criminal toe deſtroy 
our Sinceritn and, e Haqpes of 


Salvation ; pet it is nee 


5 75 
ju, | 


tl a can 128. 9 iy appear 
lovely and deli ghtful, and recon- 
cile the Warldito., it; This alone 


cap adorn the Goſpel; 3000 it ren · 
ders Verfue, more - conſpicuous, 
more 2 1 85 1 Life and Exap- 
Ps han, it can be in 3 
iptions of Words, 4. 9 
"Ih only Way to, captivate the N 
entirely to the Lęve and 
Service of Religion and Vertue, 
is to con rt N uently and ſe- 
riouſly of PerſeRion, 


and. that 2 of cee 


| Tot * ; 7 
n Us 71. 3111 191 41e ce! 


(290083 - 
and ate which will attend 


great an 
9 — 
thrqy 24 17 ay c 
Jeſus, hr a, 6 158 85 


to obe and 
2 all re im oy 
43 


ineſs,, which he iz 
atfaining, dh in thas 
ill (ever era 61 


1 1 in the Holy, Seriptare; 
; ws. Us God's, undeſeryed 
[rs a Favour to Mankind, 

ich firſt moved him to create, 
and then to redeem the World. 
2dly, the. gracious Effects of that 
Love and Favour, the Gifts flow- 
ing from it, or that divine Prin 
cad infuſed into our Souls by 


od's good. — raüüng us UP, 
from 


Cer 


LED 


W 


(is) 
from che Death of Sin to che Lift 
of Ri hreouficſs; - that Purticipe- 
non of the Divine Nature, by 
nnch dec ae whe cfml 
to the Divine ,; Gratis dan, 

& Gratis data, 4 AY 3410 108 159 
P Hitß is P e. 2 full Per. 


2 ea — 4 
n Ts 85 


e ant t 18 


nfibitely 
and- good God, 125 


can neither 
957 decet 410% nor dereboe ; Ii the 


a al 
051 ae i of Th = 1 = 
Heb. Xi. Ne 45 is, tis Ry 2 


firm Belief as ce 2 Ne 
cotne, 


Exits oh 

and by ant Fits 
tief! hr ps, 5 5 "to 
the enlightned: id, a8 if they 


were beſore che bodily He, gives 
them the ſame Power to excite 


in us wörter Tairable to ſuch 
important, D- Difcbvrries as if what 
1071 g we 


61620 
we are - fully cee certaialy 
muſt be, actually were in being, 
and now. preſent in our View. 
> This, ſaving Faith BF eſents do 
our Hopes and. Fears, the great 
Springs of all humane Actions; 
Arguments of ſuch infinite Moment, 
as. duly. attended to, muſt, by a 
kind of, moral Mig, Et al 
our, Er dear ours at Wor k, dq, the 
producing ſuch an Obedience, as. 
God, for the Sake of Chrilt be» 
level in and obeyed, will graci- 
J ouſly, accept, and crown with 
everlaſting Life, Thus are we, 
ved thro? Faith by Grace. 
Where Faith really is, it ſtill 
raſts out Devils; viz. every foul 
and evil Spirit that poſſeſſes a 
Man, the Spirit of Envy, Pride, 
Malice, Revenge, Uncleanneſs, 
Covetouſneſs, Werldly-minded-. 
neſs, . * Is 7 9 wit 4 Maar 
_ To diſregard God's: Promiſes, 
of a future Reward, is as great an 
Aﬀront 


(118 5 


ont to the Divine Maje 
Mes diſobey his Commands; wines 
on the other Hand, to believe 
and embrace what he hath pro- 
miſed, is as "high an AF of Reli. 
gion, as 70 do what he hath e, 7. 
Joined, 

[God hath an equal undoubted 
Right © over our Underſtanding, 
as well as over our Witt: And 
we are as much obliged to believe 
the Word of God. tho” with 
Relu#ancyto our Underſtanding ; 
as we are to obey his Comman 5, 
tho? with. Repugnancy to; our 
Will. | 
The Goſpel. is rejetted: by il 
Men, not becauſe the Objes of 
our Faith in it are too ohh cure, 
bur becauſe the Oblig ations. to 
Holineſs are too plain. Nay, there 
is nothing in the World that is 
believed, the Belief of Which is 

not founded 2 * lets 8105 
round: 


BIS. OST: 
Ground than - thoſe on which our 
moſt Holy Faith is built. 
[We may but our ſelves out 
of the Reach of being A Hfurbed 
by any Things, fave” theſe only, 
which belag "to dür e Peace 
or everlaſting Happineſs, by right- 
ly jadgiry nothing un this fe Flea- 
ven conſiderable Enough to make 
us forfti4 r lit out” Quer, which 
; the moſt precious Jewel of Hu- 


r = nn ow 


mane Life. 88 "a La - 
begun upon Exrth, to ſive always 
viſbing that there is, or were, no 
. God, nor ſhall be any Jad ment; 
1 and yet to be in perpetua Doabt | 
and horrible Dread, that the one 
ſurely , and that the other as 
1 certainly muſt, and will be. 
* Whoeyer continues in any one 
s | known and wilful Syn, has made 
- | 2 wide Step towards his depart- 
' ing from the living God: He 
1 doth at leaſt fay in his Heart, in 


his 


(420) 
his Wiſhes, (whether he be aware 
of it, or no,) there is 10 God, 
To how, great a Degree of Arbe. 
iſn then, may a Man be TY 
efore he perceives.it.? . | 

I seeing God allows us all £ 
reaſonable Deſires. of N ature, and 
forbids us only. what is anreaſon: 
able and unneceſſary; He that 
75 aſter the Happineſs of a 
uture Life, doth not Jae any of Wir : 
the real Conveniencies of - this: 
But he, who. places all his Hap- 
85 here, cannot find it in 25 

orld, and is ſure to be e 

in the Ger, e 

To the ſincere Chriſtian, every 
Aictian is a Preventive; of Sin, 
4 Corrective of Corruption, an 

3 of Grace, a Conformity to 
Chriſt, an Evidence of his being 
a Son of God, an Aſſurance of 
his Father's 8 Love, and a Prepa- 
rative for Hespen 35 He tba} 


ſtill 


—_— 
(1£4t) 

ſill thoſe Joys before him, in 

which all his Sorrows ſhall end. 

( The Holy Spirit illuminates 
the Underſtanding of all that 
lie ve, that they may ſee and 
embrace the Trath; and renews 
their Wall, and makes it inclina- 
le to the Will of God. And 
vithout this Regeneration or Re- 
rovation, both of the Vnderſtand- 
ig and the Will, it is impoſſible 
to have a fandifying. or fur 
Faith, 

The Holy 8 pirie e us 
t our Baptiſm, and then rakes up 
his ; Dwelling 1 in us: But if we 
grieve and chaſe Him away by 
thoſe Sins, which the Spirit of 
Hol ine ſ and Purity cannot en- 
dure to duell with, he will leave 
us; and wicked and impure 
Spirits will then take Poſſeſſion! . 
of our Hearts. | 

[To a# contrary to a Man's. 
eternal Intereſt, tho it were to 


1 gain 


r d ASE. a. £ 
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Gin), 
gain the whole World, at the 
Loſs of his Soul, is to act againſt 
natural Reaſon, as well as againſt 
revealed Religion, and to con- 
tradict Nature, as well as to 
deſy Grace. 
Ass there is no Friend, or De- to 
liverer like God, and no Comfort I nat 
like Hape in Him; ſo there is C4 
no May to make an Intereſt in to 
Him, like canßding in, and de- fro 
pending upon Him. To diſtruſt © Or 
Him, is the Way to loſe Him, wit 
and together with Him, all our 
Happineſs: and good Succeſs. 
And we then diſtraſt Him moſt 
apparently, when we | &/e any 
Means nat allowed by his Lan- 
to compaſs any Deſgn ue have. 
[The Miniſters of the Goſpel 
muſt not reine to meet with 
the fame Uſage as their great 
Maſter did. They muſt rather 
account it, as an Honaur to their 
Perſons, to be deſpiſed for their 
A aL 2+ 5 | Maſter's 


W 


T 
Maſter's Sake; fo to their Fun. 
Zion, that they who would foil 
them of their Qrders, are the 
ame, who: would rob Chriſt of 
We'preſume not ta ſet Limits 
to the: extraordinary, uncove- 
nanted Mercies of God, in the 
Caſe. of thoſe, he pretend: nar 
n 2 LOO M W 
rom the Apoſtiet by Epiſcopa 
Ordination; whether den ar 
within or without the Cbarch, 
we judge not; tha? indeed the 
ancient Fathers do, and that on 
the condemwing Side: We know 
that God's Mercy and Grace, 


can ſupply all canonical Defects, 


wherever there is true Faith 
and good Works. But this we 
are ſure. of, that the Privileges 
of being within Chriſt's Holy 
Catholick Church, which only 
hath a Right and Claim to the 
Promifes of the Goſpel, are ineſti- 

2 BY = madle ; 


„„ apy 
mable; or elſe they had not 
been purchaſed for us, at fo dear 
a Rate as the moſt precious Blood 
of the 'Eternal Son of God, 
and made good and Conveyed to 
us by the Holy Spirit of God. 


' [Kyowledee and Love are the 
moſt proper and the nobleſt Ad. 


of thoſe our moſt -»oble - and 
commanding Faculties, the Un- 
der ſtanding and the Will, which 


diſtinguiſh the reaſonable Soul 
from that of the Brates which 
rſh; And the. one of theſe 


ath Trath, and the other Good- 
ne, for its proper Object: Now 
God being original Truth, in ſo 
eminent a Manner, that no- 
thing elſe is true, but as it is 
conformable to the primitive 
Ideas which are ever preſent in 


his eternal Mind; and Goodnef 


ſo eſſential and abſolute, that 
nothing beſides is good, but by 


Parti- 


(125) 


Participation of that Goode 


which is ever ſtreaming forth 
from his inexhauſtible Fulneſs; 
it unavoidably follows, That to 
know God, is the higheſt Exxel- 
lency of our Underſtanding; and 
to love him, is the utmolt Per- 


fection of our Will. 


Obedience to God's Command- 
ments, is the Perfectian, both 
of the Knowledge and of the 
Love of God; tis the Centre to 


John looks upon them as all one. 
He that ſaith I know him, and 
keepeth not his Commandments, is 


4 jar. But whoſo keepeth hi 


Words, in him, verily, in the Lode 
of God perfected, 1 John ii. 4,5. 
By that Xomledge which 
God is pleaſed to communicate to 
us of Himſelf, He comes into 
our Souls, and gives Himſelf te 
us; And we make our ſelves 

F 3 His, 


( 126 ) 

His, and give our ſelves to Him, 
by the Means of that Love 
which we bear to Him. 

[The Love of God, as He is 
the chieſeſt Good, is a Deſire of 
Vnion with Him, and of enjoy- 
ing the Divine Goodneſs; But 
the Love of God, conſidered a8 
He is a Langiver, is the keep. 


zonſidered in the firſt Reſp 

is loved zereſſarily and una void- 
ably : *Tis not poſſi ble to deſpiſe 
or not to love the Higheſt Good, 
eonfidered as 'Gvod. But God, 
as a '\Lawproer, - command) 
Things angrateful to Fleſh 
Blood, and promiſing . Eternal 
Remards. to our Obedience, is 
then loved not with a neceſſary, 
but with a voluntary and free 
Love. Now as Things neceſſary, 


are not the proper Subject of a 


Command; fo when the Love 
of God is commended in the or 
t * an 


— 1 


ing of his Commandments. . 2 | 
7 


min Which all Believers, even 


en 
and new Teſtament, it always 
imports, an actual Performance 
of all God's Holy Law. 
The bare - Contemplation of 
the mfmite and eſſential Perfe- 
aions of God, diſplvyed in a 


moſt lively, and affecting Man- 


ner, throughout the Holy Scrip- 
tures, cannot chooſe bur-ravifh 
and fill a vm Mind with" ih 


expreſſible- Detighr, and Nh, 


and Admiration; n and 1 
it with an unextingnheble 
Love. © But when che Love of 


God is corfiinanded in Holy 


Writ, as an Tnii/peſable' Duty, 


thoſe of the meaneſt Capacity, 
are alike concerned, it imports 
primarily and chiefly a fettlel 
Reſolutium and ronſtant Ended pur 
to keep all God's Commanaments. 

Theſe plain Scriptures :* He 
thut hath im Commundurents, ami 
teeperd aber as faith 6ar Lord, 
91; F 4 John 


(-128 ) 


Toby xiv. 21. he it & that loweth thi 
me. And this is the Love of God, th 
that me keep bis C ana. Ot 
ments, 1 John v. 3. may give tha 
great Conſolation and Peace of © be 
Mind, to every true, ſincere, © /0 
ſober, and obedient Chriſtian, 
tho' he finds. not in his Soul 
ſuch Emotions and Fights, ſuch 
Raptares and- Extaſies, as ſome 
fanciful People pretend to, and 
ſome. myſtical Writers would 
make the Love of God to con- 
fiſt. in: If he is conſcious to 
himſelf, that the general»cdlire- 
tion, and habitual 1 Tendeney, of 
his Hear:, is to keep God's — 
mandments; and if he finds the 
conſtant, Averſion of his Soul to 
the leaſt wilful Breach of bis 
Law, he may, from God's ow» 
Ward, aſſurè himſelf, that he 
both. loves God, and that he is 
beloved by Him. Our . Bleſſed 
Lord was 8 pleaſed. to. e 
Ws; the 


* 4 


, 


f 
ö 
| 
| 


ther gave me Comm 


ſ do. I, John xiv. 31. 


that End. . naturally pro- 
duces a, Deſire of Likeneſs, and 


bitrary Declarations of his Wil, 
as @ Sample of his eſſential 


4 / 
. 
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the moſt perfol Love of God | 


that ever was on Earth by his 
Obedience; That the World may know 
that I love the Father, as the. F- 
dent, even 


[Love being a Deſi fire of 7 of anion 25 
with the Object beloved, towards 


Conformity to that Perfettion 
with which it is enameur 'd, 


and a Study of Imitation. It is 


manifeſt Deceit therefore, and 
downright Fhpocriſie, to pretend 
to the Love of God, without 


an earneſt Endeavour to be like 
Him. And this. none can be, 


but by adjuſting his whole Life- 


to thoſe molt Holy Laus of God, 


which are not ſo pats the. ar- 


ks and 4 che : 0s 
18 E 5 al 300 aug 
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$ 


and Ref of 


Core) 


his Divine 


Nature. 
As the Peorfettion of Love is 
Obedience, fo is Obedience 
Red by Love. *Tis this which 
muſt give Lie and Spirit to 
all our E are | 
wh prevailing Love, 
make 1 


our 1 to 


| God Sincere, direQting us to the 


true End we ought to propoſe 
in all good i, vIz. to pleaſe 


ant to' > glorify God: Univerſal and 
entire; ſince the fame Ma) 

is violated, the ſame Goodneſs 
deſpiſed, — the fame Love griev- 
ed, by every Sin, of what Kind 
' or Degree ſoever: Humble; fince 
"the nearer we draw to God by 


e Love, andthe ana; ee of Him, 


the more meanly we Thall think 
' of out felves: Chearful, "peak, and 
* eaſy ; and alſo Vigorous and Ze 
aus in breaking thtoꝰ all Obfacles 
"Which lie IR of our Da. 
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9 By 
oxy obs loved: een e 2 
eng, even under the 

ph. Tas and mot erwel Her. 
ſecutians. t Of. * nt the! 

Now our Serader $0/ Guck omg 
produced by this. noble Prixaiple 
of à Swperten,. ure 
Love, will natutally b | 
Com deve, and a ſteady Ln And 
Hape, that the glorious Reward 
promis d to our Jinoere, tho? im- 
perfect Obe diance, {hall be as groir 


a8 23 Goſpel 3 that is, 


infinitely greater than Wwe ran 


Fran wn 


If we Aug mb I 
how many Terms of Emig and 
Diſtance God hath + us 
With how. many Titles of. Mar 


ue and Relation Hie hath 6 


 deured us; How abſolute our 


is upon Him; tow 
univerſal our Receipts ate from 
Him; 


(132) 

Him; That we are the Wort, 
of his Hand, as we are Mien, 
and of his Grace as we ate Chri- 
flians ; Which Way ſoever we 
turn our Thoughts, his Benefits, 
we ſhall find, are fo far' beyond 
our repaying” by Deeds, ot Ac- 


knowiledgment by Words, that. 


they are far beyond the very Con- 
ceptions of our Hearts. 
fer the "higheſt Bene. 


Io co 
fits: which Sovereign Love can 
invent, on thoſe ho had juſtly 
deſerved the greateſt Evils that 
Omnipotent Anger could inflict; 
not only to remode thoſe from 
us, but Himſelf to andergo them 
for us, is ſo Godlike, (for we 
can ſay nothing greater,) that 
even of God | Himſelf, 3 5 
very Being i Goodneß, h is 
Hibtelf ore, a not 
have conceived or believed it, 
had we not the moſt clear Re- 
velation, and moſt wonderful 
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41 | 
and gracious Experience of it. 
This 3 the higheſt Pitch, N * 
Miracle, the Myſtery of Love. 
This is that Love of Chriſt, which 
paſſes all Kpowledge, Eph. ii. 1g. 
(As 'tis impoſſible to lobe 
God without Knowing Him in 
ſome Meaſure, and impoſſible 
to kzow Him, without applying 
our Minds to the Conlideratian 
of his Nature and Attribute,, 
his infinite Power, Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs made known to us, 
partly by. natural Reaſan, but 
more evidently. in the Holy Scrip- 
ture; ſo *tis impoſſible . either to 
know, or to love God in the leaſt 
Degree, without keeping his 
Commandments. hn: 
Leet us all therefore moſt high- 
ly value, moſt earneſtly faugy, 
theſe Commandments, this Law 
of God, which is the only ſure 
Guide to direct our Affections 
to Him, the only infallible 2 
| | 7 


1 
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a. TC EL. 
of our Love of Him. Let us 
like Holy David, make his Sta- 
rutes our Delight, our Joy, our 
Riches, our Meditation, our 
R 
And that Love, that firſt 
moved us to ud them, will 
receive daily Incregſe and Im- 
provement, by our being con- 
verſant in them, and will make 
"US taft, and ſee, how good the 
Lord is, by making us every 
Day more and more like Him. 
"And when we ſhall have ſuch 
an experimental Feeling of the 
Good that God is, by doing 
the Good that he commands, new 
Beams of Lovelinef will continv- 
ally. break in upon our 5 
und artract our Wills, till our 
imperſect Love below Hall re- 
ceive Perfection above, and our 
" Exertiſe on Earth, become our 


10 : | [To 


Scenes ' 


— 8 Truth and Effect. Every 
ſincere Chriſtian is in Chriſt, or is 
unbed to Him in a real fpiritual 
Ces dy the Spirit dd ny 
enlightaing, guiding, and dw 
lg in M, Son he is intorpo- 
rated into his Myffical Body 
Faith and Love, and a conſtant, 
careful Obedience to his Laws. 
Now every ow who is thus 
in Chriſt, is a nem Creature. He 
is regenerate, born again, and 
made a Child of God, by the 
Word and Spirit of Chriſt : He 
is now Wholly Arent from 
what he was in a State of t 
Nature: He hath quite different _ 
 Apprebenſons and , Notions of 
Things of the greatelt Moment; 
different Principles and Tnclinati- 
ons, very different Views, and 
Aim and Ends, from what — 


— k 


84360 
had when he was in Fact, and in 
Practice, a Child of the Devil, 

- a Child of Diſobedience, and a 
Child of this World,  _ 
[The Change of our laſt End, 
and of the Object of our Heppinef,, 
neceſſarily infers the Change of 
all other things in Moralc. Now 
ede Man, in the State of de prav- 
ed Mature, is his own laſt End; 

| and the Love of Himſelf, and of 

| the Creatures, are his Sovereign 

Good and his ſupreme Happineſ; 
And theſe give Law to all his 

Deſigns and Actions. 
But in a State of Grace or Re- 
generation, God alone is our 

Sovereign Good; and we place all 

our Happineſs. in our Relation to 

Him, as. He is our God; in our 

Dependance upon Him, and Poſ- 

ſeſſion of Him in ſome Meaſure 

here, by the Communication of 
his Love, and his Favour to us, 
and in the Exjgmem of Him in 
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© 
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His 


| 


” 8 
7 


| Cog) © 
his Heavenly Kingdom. And 

conſequently hereto, all the Por- 

ers and Faculties of our Souls, 
all our Afections and Paſſions are 
employed about and dire#ed to 
this great End of our Being, viz. 
ſo to ſerve and pleaſe God, ſo 
to promote his Honour and Glo- 
ry in this Life, that we may be 
happy with, and in Him, to all 
EAA ni SHOW» $97 
[Certainly that Repentante and 
Sorrow which fprings from a 
due Seſe of God's great Good- 
neſt and Long-ſuffering, having 
been abaſed by us, and of the 
Foulneſs of our Gailt, and from 
the Shame of our Igratitude, 
to our moſt gracious Father, and 

our merciful” Redeemer, and 
our having refifted and grieved 
the Holy Spirit, muſt be more 


acceptable to God, than that 


which is chiefly, if not only, ex. 
5h torted 


| ( 138 ) 

rorted by the ſervile Principle of 
Fear, and of pureSelf-Love. 
The -Lev, in Holy Sctipture, 
is fometimes conſidered as a 
Covenant, ſometimes as à Rule; 
when it is ſpoken of as abrogated, 
it is taken as a Covenan of Works; 
— When tis urged as ſtill in 
Heme tis conſidered as à Rule 
Now. Chriſt hath freed 
2 — the Curſe of the Law, 
. was 4 Covenant of Works. 
Do bi, and live: Fail in one 
Title, «nd. di. But He hath 
more ſtrongly enforced qur Obe · 
2 the Lew, as it is a Rule 
of Life, Holy, juſt, and good; 
commandin nothing but what 
God Himſelf did, when He Was 

pleaſed. to become Man. 
[Let us remember always, that 
we are called to be Saints, 28 
well as Believers; and let us 
well 22 12 that i it is as poſſi- 
* ble 


„ 35 ) 
ble to be Believers without FR, 
as to be Saints without Holineſs 

Queſtionleſs, 'tis both the 
greateſt Honour, and the perfect- 
eſt. Felicity, to be like to God: 
and it is certain, that nothing 
makes Man ſo like to God, as 
Charity, or a- ſupreme Love of 
God above all, and ſuch a * 
cere Love 64 Matkind, 
makes us forward to %o * 
good we can to all Men, 7 -4 
rer all 1j yjaries t they 0 


2197 can any Mas e 
to his God, and to his on Con- 
ſciemner, to be. heart, 
when he himſelf is _ and 

to be altopether "#7 3 
= leſs ee, en b 
ther, and his beſt Friend, that 
God who made him, and on 
whom he wholly depends for his 
Being, and for his well being, 


is boldly Fronted in his 1 
| by 


6140) 
by horrid, bla ſphemous O 
and Imprecations, or by impioas 
atheiſtical Diſcourſes ? 
_  FTho' in Matters of Kzowledee 
relating to practiſe, the Will has 
no direct, proper Concurrence, 
nor is the Conſent of it ſtrictly 
neceſſury to the Aſſent of the 
Underſtanding; yet it has ſuch 
a tacit, but effectual Influence, 
ſuch- a domeftick, conjugal Au- 
thority, that the Under ſtanding 
is ſeldom firmly, or long, on 
that Side to which the other Fa- 
culty is not enclined. - - ' 
The Fooliſhneſs of worldly 
Wiſdom appears in thi 


is, namely, 
that a Man, by following its. 
Principles, pitches upon that for 
his End, which no ways fuits 
his Condition; for nothing can 
make a Man happy,, but that 
which both ſha laſt as long 
as he laſts; and which alſo is ſo 
| ſailtable to à rational Nag, 
35 OE =... _— 


— 


=_ > 
that it can fil che Meaſure of 
its Defires: But let a Man haut 
never ſo much of this World, he 
is ſtill defring ſomething or other 
1. ©1731 287 2 WY e 
He who can digeſt any La- 
bour, andergo any Hardſhip, ra- 
ther than die, muſt, if he be in 
his Wits, refuſe no Labour, no 
Hardfhip, rather than commit 
any Sin, and be damned for it. 
Whoſoever makes Conſcience 
of praying frequently and hear- 
tily, and continues To to do, tho? 
he cannot at preſent be ſaid to 
be a good Man, yet it is impoſſi- 
ble for him long to continue bad. 
He will certainly at laſt - get the 


 Viftory over his Laſts and evil 


Habits ; So that Prayer is both the 
Means, without which Vertue 
cannot be attained: And the 
Means that never fails of attain- 
ing it: And the Security of it 
when it is attained, „ 


greateſt Bleſings and | Privilege, 
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To bave the Liberty and Op- 


portunity of worſhipping God 5» 
| publich- every Dq, is one of the 


_ A have in = _— 
and hath by always 
RT COFEL a 
[If a Man do not ſo lead his 
Life, that he may approach to the 
Sacrament: of the Lord's-Supper 
every Maut, nay, every Week, 
nay, every Do, if there be 
Occaſion: ; I am afraid that he 
doth not live fo, as to be fr for 
it, though he comes but ce in a 
Tear, or once in ſeven Tear. 
Nothing leſs. than that which 
will ie a Man for Death,' can fit 
him, for the Sacrament of the 
Lord's-Stpper. _ 1 725 
Prayer, or Devotion, is as ne- 
ceſſay a Means to preſerve the 
Union between the Soul and God, 
in which our Hpiritual Life con- 
ſiſts; as Meat and Drink is to 
bet „ =... 


t 


preſerve the Union between our 
Souls and Bodies, in which wel 


natural Life oonſiſts. 


10 pray iy the Spiri, gebe 
neither more nor — 


in ch 2 Manner, as the? Holy 
Ghoſt in /Seripture' en n. 
wards on allows of. 

Every /Believer- lives: upon an 
inward: Proviſion of Comfort, 
that the Mori is a- Stranger to. 
Let the boldeſt Ser take 
this one Con iaderation: along with 


him when he is going to Sin; 


That in every deliberate, wilſul 


Sin, hé caſts Lots for a whole 


Eternity; and, which is yet much 


more dreadful, makes it ten to 


one Odds againſt him, viz. that 
everlaſting Puniſhment will be 

his 2 | - 1 
Sin can e no longer, than 
dor that pitiful Spice of _ 
While 


Dur to 


— =: tily, and 5 
2 p died Hwy 4 


I a n 


„ e 
while it is committing; and 
ſurely the preſent Pleaſure of a 
ſinful Act, is a poor Counter. 
vail for the Bitterneſs of the Re- 
view, which begins where the 

Action ends, and lafts for ever. 
Wzen Chriſt ſhall compare 
Himſelf, who was denied, and 
the Thing , for which he was Nici 
denied together; and ſhall pa- Nh. 

rallel his Merits with a Luſt, 

and lay Eternity in the Ballance iſ 
with a Trifle, then the Folly of L 
the Sinner's Choice ſhall be the Mk; 
greateſt Sting of his Deſtruction. Ml - 
— [We all know that this ſhort 
uncertain Life, is only a Pa 
ſage to an 2222 State of Happi- 
neſs or of Miſery; and therefore 
it ought to be in all Reaſon, 
a careful and a conſtant Prepa- 
rat ion for a Bleſſed Eternity, 
How deplorably . wretched 
and fooliſþ then are all thoſe, 
who either lay out all that Time 
8 nF 


aon) 


this great End, upon ſuch poo; 
Projects as reach no fariber thai 
is miſerable e bo who nate 
t their Buſineſs to forget God and 
hemſelves, by miſ pending their 
— in — I Diver- 
ont, Sports and Paſtimes, or in 
vicious) or uſeleſs Ch verſuion uy 
I hich ate the Devil's great Em 
Ito ſenea out bh andtoketp 
Men 10 s — —— 8 
| Danger t Ar in, eing loft 
| 2 8 4 
For the Kponledge of d Man's 
rue State, in relation tothe 
iſe to come, and that ſelf"? 
»ſpection and ſelf. Examination, 
vhereby bnly ſuch Knowledge can 
8. obtain d, s 4 Duty of a ſo 
nighty an upon all 
hat concerns his immortal Soul, 
hat it is indeed the very Root 
ad Ground-Work ot all true 
depent ance; and the neceſſary An- 
ecedentgif nta IG cher if Cauſe" 
| | * 
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im in al Tig — 
1 e 8. 1 Him all 


| Conditions, and upon all Acne 
— 4 ae fr 8 


Pr. 

py ee and fafe; our 
peaceful: and — 

Proſperity 5, (which: deſtroꝝs Fools 
and had Men,) an Adventipe 
Pramoting the Honour of God, and 
the — — non our a 
OWR: 3 
and a ſflictions Nerat 80 
Death — rg happy'; ide 
the Jos of leaves as ſecure to us, 
thro? — Mercy of God, and the 
Merits of our Bleſſed Redeemer, 
as they are great eee 9 90 
And on the other Side, by an 
nag ions, — barelp-amima| 


J 


— -, 


(14). N 
or worldly Lift, « Man not only 
diueſts himſelf of his Reaſon, and 
ſoks/ himſelf into the Bra N- 

ture'; but be lives in- u St Uf 

Rebellion and Rumiry againſt tile 
great Anthorpf his Bring and of a 


Good," Jetting vp his own Will 
in Oppoſition to the Mi of God.” 
And'conſequently he can have no 


Pence of Cos ſciener; No Hope in 
God; No —— Joy gh nb 
faction in the good Things; not 
aaf Sen in the Frils of this 
Life, "Riches will undo him; and 
Honour, and Power; and even 
Ha * 2 — — 
a. Snas to him, by affording him 
greater Temptatiums und 2 
portuuities of ſinning againſt God, 


1 Heare from his | 
Far. And he will be as fare to 


Pd 


be intolerably/ miſerable in the 

next World, as it is ſure that Gd 

is Holy; and Juſt; and de in the 

Declunat ions He hath made of his 

lin in tis Nerter? punt. | 
25 G 2 | [The . 
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The Cbriſtian Religion obliges 
us to ive for, or to God onlv, 
and to have no other Object fave 
Him alone. That is, we muſt 
make it the chief Buſineſ of our 
Lives to ſerve and . pleaſe God, 
and to-promote his Honour and 
Glory, and to publiſhihis-Sove- 
reiguty in the World, by making 
our Light to ſhine. in au holy and 
exemplary Converſation. And thus 
is God the gteat Object of our 
Hopes and our Fears, of our De- 
ſires, of our Love, and our 
Joy; whes we eſfrem and openly 
Own Him: 28 our Treaſure; our So- 
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o 
5 


ws 


_ DiſpetHſets of A But forely the 


7 


th 


( egg). 
* = rontent "Himſelf with the 


5 of Holineſs, with 
wr id le for Hir to be 
ſeved, (a 


nedtly of 
ines tody 10 


con 
hath Reaſon to bebee 
ſelf gail of Tnfiticetity; aud 
_ downright Hypocrifie,” as Well as 


of ſhatmeful- Igor ance of the De- 
ſign and Vatare of out” Holy Re- 
ligion; "Which is, to make us as 
like to Gol, 25 we poſſibly can de 
here; And 4; happy in and with 
Him "hereafter; as our finite Ne 
mare ean bear, or ig capable of being! 
'f The next and moſt 'effeQual 
ay to deſroy Religion, is to em- 
and Lilly the Hader; and 


Bortom and Foundation ef this 
Behaviour towards Perſons ſet 
apart for the Service of God, that 
is very Relation ſhould entitle 
them to ſuch & peculiar Srorm, — 
2 A 
deli, ofanentſ, 

ing Tawpint Suns of "eſe Times mes. 
* G 3 'If 


— 


If * * 4 not a a Minifer i 
every Pariſb, you would 


Chotebes were not empl b 
Places to hear God's 9 i 
there would be need of the 
be Priſons, for the Breakers 0 
the Laws of. Men. 
No Man "cerjainly; 7 — 72 
liewes the Goſpel, and who. duly 
| weighs | the in finite Diſproportion 
Which there i is between Time and 
Rternity, „ make it 75 1 
Deſn and gteat Buſineſs of his 
Lr to —— ne and his 
Heirs, an Eſtabliſhment, as they 
call it, that is, all he can any 
ways get of thoſe periſhing Rich: 
es, which can laſt. no . n 
buls hort Moment of I. e. 
For tis evident, that with a 
greg. Eſtue he mult enteil upon 
bis Famtiꝶ ar proportionable Sharg 
ol great and moſt generally pre: 


vailing Tenpnabians to Pride and 
11 9 0 Ambi- 


find Cauſe to increaſe the Num. 
bet of, Gmetrics And) if 4h | 


rng E 


ne iS) . © o©_at. AC NT. tt... od. eng ant aces 


bach e Sul and B a 101118 
\ „ wou A 0 


| and not t trat in them ;that;i ity 


(C154, 95 


Ambition, £0 Senſualit vori to 
Covctouſae (for aol ay 
would have l more) to. forget 
od, and eq neg le the Salvation 
of their ac And this 1 
rous Stare ſeldom fails, ag daily 
Experience ſhews; to engage their 
. erity in that. broad 

leads to Deſfructium 


the Things. herd belom, on 

arcaly care anghlabovs tO \lead his 

5 ts ougeſt anyp- 
lly;and N 


ang, $0 th 
—— — conſidered) how ex- 
WINES bard it is to have Riches, 


not toualue out ſelves ypon.themy 
not to male them Our Tresſare, 
and Our, chiefeft, Good; or to have 
a. great ago dee Vorks To 
notgreatly:to: love it; and-withal, 
120 7 77 o 89 08/700 af 
. = "= the 2 
 IThe 


in — 14 11282 15 


e diferiog 


makes the two o 
States: The Love of t 


o he, 


the World, or 


of our ſelves, to the Contempt of 


his Tous, of his Protniſes 


God, of- 
makes the 


and” Threatninnps, ' 
earthly Ciry, or Babylon: The Love 
of God, to the *Conrempt of the 
World, ind oſ our ſelves; in Com- 
pariſon with the Lobe we hear to 
God, and the Cure we take to obe/ 
and 0 pleaſe Him, makes' the 
4¹ 


; 2 5 


we now make, fuck 

dition be for ever: vie; eirher a 
State of enadleſ Miſery in the Com- 
pany of wieked,' Fpirits, 
| Haters'of God, And rhe 

ef his Juſt erfore; or 4 2 
of Ee 15 And Me inef,, in 
ihe Society of the H . 
of the N of joſt Men ed 


ferſect, And of our 
und in tk 


ſte Unies or 


en e the e 


„2e. og gare 


er 


Wo 


Fool, and intolerably ni 


Com 
Good, in his Heavenly Kingdom. 


. Chooſe wiſely now, O Man, that" 
thou be not a ſelkcondemmd: 


all % 1902 e t Dos 
[Our growing in Grace, 2 Peter 


in. 18. #*ports and conſiſts in a 


more frequent, and amore vigorous: 
Exerciſe, of thoſe #idical” Grub 
and Giſts of God, 'which have a 
Power to infuſe greuter of. 
Holineſs into all the Parts aud 
Duties of the.Chriſtian Liss 
Is order-wheretpwemult fs: 
in our Minds, by repeated Thoughts: - 
and Meditation, a ſteady ui 
Faith in God, and in Chriſt the 


Mediator of the nt] Ggvenahtg 


A joyſul Hane und firm Reliance! 
upon the Mercy and Promiſes of 
God in the Goſpel; and upon the 
Aliiſtance of his Holy Spirit; And 
alſo, 2 ſincere predominant Love 
to our gracious Father, and to 


our merciful Redeemer]! !!: 
For the derper Root 


theſe fun-+ 
4 4 Ys damentay 


8 — — — 1— > OS. ——_ 
_ — — — — — —— 


4 er — 
amenta 
ig our Hears, — 
grow in us, and we 
grow in them, the — more we 
and firmly will they engage us it 
a more uniform, and cheerful 
Obedieure to all God's Laws; ina 
moe em ire RSGHe ien of our 
ſelyss to bis Diſpoſal of us; and 
in a more conſtant and eacneſt 
Endeevont. to conſaem our ſelves. 
more aud more to the Drivive 
Alara Wi Pare cpu 07 
mat R WE are e 0 
in this Lie. I 
The beſt of Mes - 1 "fac — 
— —.— at any time 


RE Tings out 


the Der — Grace to chem, 
Obligation to their — Jo 
provement in Holineſs. They very. 
well know; that ſuch theit Profici- 
ency or Gronubin Grace, isthe moſt 
comfortable and inifallible Ei- 
| W of their certainly being. in a 


$14 sb | 25 State 


ME 6 


0 and. 
1 for their 


decudur do retrieve that e of 
God, in Which, and Lala to 
was mech T ae ene rel 


Pons by which, T mean, that a 
Chriſtian is ſo much more, or fo 
much leſs perfet# it this preſent 
Life, by how much engaging him- 
more or leſs vg in this 
reat Mur, he recovers more ar 

eſs of that Part of the Image of, 
and Likeneſs to God, in, and af- 


. 


conſiſts" the Clitiftian Per. 


ter which, Man was at firſt cre- _ 


ated, which may be recovered in 
this preſent Life.” 
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[Next to Nei g the Honour and 
the Glory of God in our Station, and 
to our Power: doing the moſt, and the 
greateſt Good, we are able to do to 
"others, (and thereby tp our ſelves alſo) 
is the true and great End of Man. And 
. conſequently. hereto, any one who is 
conſcious to - himſelf, that he hath 
done -leſs.Good than he might have 
done, (and therefore ought to have 
of the Opporronity, and may be plea- 

op 


ſed with the Hopes of leaving ſome- 
thing behind him, of what kind ſo- 
ever, whereby ſerious and att ent ive 
Readers may, by the Bleſſing of God, 
be made wiſer and better in ſome De- 
gree, or in ſome Regard, when. he is 
in his rf gg. | 


Earth's vaſt Extent 
Vietds no Content 
No true Peace, no true Joy dwells there; 
No Reſt,, no Bliſs; Go ſeek elſewhere: 
In God, who ſecks them, ne er can miſs, 
True Peace, Content, Reſt, Toy and Bliſs. 


e ee eee. 
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